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collated; and, so far as figure% dirtances, etic., are concerned, 
their accuracy may be relied upon. The brochure aspires 
to be no more than it is-a hand-book, not a history- 
and, though i t  carries no embelliuhments it1 the shape 
of warlike tales, it is hoped that it may prove useful to some 
whose duties or curiosity may lead ttiern north-west of 
Peshawar, and that it may be of interest to some others 
whose happier interests in life will never carry them across 
the rugged frontiers of our Eastern Empire. 

SIMLA, October 1899. 
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?HE KHYBER PASS. 

CIIAPTEH I. 
Tho Kllybor Pass-The Indo-Afghan highway- 

Length ur~d physical fenturea-Tho rirnl highway-Bncl. 

dhist re~u:~ina--Warlike history-British forts  in t h e  

I'RSB-Tho evacuation of 1897. 

* Y ConsTdering the a t r z i c  importance of the  
15 Khyher Pass, and the part it has played in the  

frontier history of India, coinparatively few 
particulars concerning even its pliysical features 
-mucll less the  details of its administration, 
etc.-are understood either by the people of 
India, tvliereof i t  is the  North-Western Gate, 
or the general British public wllicl-1 has long 
regarded it as a graveyard for its soldiers. 
Ttle recently sanctioned reorgitnisation of the  
IChyher Rifles, * however, has aartkeneil some 
interest in tllc Pass ; but the subject is one of 
more than transient conseqnence, ant1 therefore 

- - -- -- . -. - 
* The Khybor Itiflea woro rcorgnuisecl i n  Juno 1899. 

For  a n  account of this singular body of fighting men 

Lce Chepter V. 
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.some facts and figures regarOing its location and 
history, its social ant1 pl~ysical features, may be 
found worth perusing. 

To describe it biiefly, t l ~ e  Iihyber is a well 
of tllu 

graded lligllwsy 1e:tding froin India to Afgllnn- Pilb3 IJ 32  milcn. 

istan tllrougli t l ~ e  rugged l~ills t l ~ n t  rise up he- 
tweeil the Hriti>h frontier, 13ryo11d the City of 
Peshnwar in the 13u~?jah, a11t1 tlie ilfghan town 
of 1)nkka. The cJi.t:lnc.~ h~twcerl these tno 
points is al~proxilnately 43 ~ni les ;  hut tlic 
11 rniles fiorrl I'eslr~anitr to Jarnrucl I'ort aro 
through a leveI plaili ; and the Ichyber proper 
-the I'as9 through the fastnesses of the Afridi 
and Sliinwari countries-is only about 32 
miles long. The t r ~ i ~ t l  of tllc Pnss is in n 

north-westerly direction. I t  is wide enough 
r, 

to admit of cart traffic, and its highest point 
a t  LunlJi I<otal (uttc mpans the apex or 
saddle of a pa\s) i s  only 3,600 feet ahove the ,,, ,,,,,,, 

elovrttion in 3,1300 level of the sea. The Peslian ar pli~in is about foe$. 

1,200 feet above t11r sea level, so the  rise from 
Jarnrucl to the Kotnl is only about 2,400 feet. 
This, over A distance of 1'7 miles, gives n 
gradient of only about 141 feet in the mile. 
On the upper end of the Pass the descent is 
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s t e e p - .  Daltlra being about 1,300 feet above 
the  sea level, t he  road muct drol) about 2,300 

Thc- Afgluin 
towll ,,i l)nkk$l. feet in r* distance of 12 miles, which is equal to 

ail average incline of tthout 192 feet per mile. 
These arc not deep  gradients. 

T l ~ e  territory ttlrougll which this road is 
constructed is allnost ~nt i re ly  rno~lntainous, not 
five miles of the route t m ~ e r s i ~ i g  lchels t,llat are 
bro:xd enough to ntlmit of any c~ultivntion 
The i~lhabitnnts of thc.a~j;tcont hills are semi- 

I'rad:rtnry ins-  
tiuctn of tllo s a ~ a g e  trilws, of fickle ant1 tu~bulen t  ch;~r:~cter. 
t~ibcari~cn.  

T11e liilid of their fat,llcrs being too poor to 
su1)l)ort tllern, t l i ~ y  lonq ago at1ol)tcd robbery 
as R means of suhsistmc~, nntl the training of 
countless gctirrntionu h n i  so tlcc1)ly imbued 
them with predatory i115tnlctr that they are 
almost incapahlc of refonn. 111 tlw olrlen tlnys 

they ljractically k q ) t  t l ~  Khyt~er cluccd to all 
traffic, tllrir t l ~ l ) r n ~  it y hc1i11q suc l~  that tlicy 
coultl not rchain from looting tL\reil t1io.e 
c.nr:i\ans that had paid tlica~n toll for i ~ ~ ~ m u i i i t y  
if not  ~)rotrctiot~. Tllis c8ircwrnht:tncr c~o~nl~rl l -  

T n r h r i  ed the Indo-Afqlinn tr;lc~crs t? stvk n hafer 
1outo. 

route over t h r  rliorc tliffic~rllt defiles of tlio 
Tartarn Pass (see Jf,i1)), urhicll runr ill :t rnanner 
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parallel to the Khybcr and north by east, nnd 
Tho openirig 

east of it. I t  was not until the close of the oi  the K h y b e r .  

second Afghan war of 18'78-79, when the Pass 
Tlu(ler% A r i r o ~ i  was placed under British control, that it nas to the Tar, 

opened as a highway for the traffic betpreen ta la  R O I ~ ~ C .  

the domain of the Ainir and our Intlian 

Empire. 
I ts  history as a utilitarian factor in thc com- 

merce of nations, c.oinrnences at  that (late. 
I'rior thereto it Lad an internal liiqtory of its 
own-n history that teems with i1lirnit:d~lc A 

variety. Thousands of y e u s  ago, wlleil Bud- 
dhism was young, the 1)ropaptors of that sect 
bore down through its f:t~tnc~sacs ant1 had 
battles there that were forgotten hefore tho  
Christian era llad begun. Uudtlhist r e w i n s  
of the most remote antiquity are plentiful in 
the vicinity of Lundi Kotal. A great stretch 
of massive wall-t11e estige of some n:~tior~nl 
boundary line, no douht-crests a ridge near the 

Buddlnrt re. water reservoirs of the Fort. Lower down the ,,ins the 
K o h d .  

Pass, towards Ali ;\lusjid, is a massive tope, 
or dome-shaped mass of masonry, on the apex 

of a ridge that juts out into a valley like a 
peninsula. Afghan and Indian have fought in 
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the grim defiles of the Paqs ; the Al:iliorned:~n 
conquerors swept i t  througl~. The hi l l  trihex 

were always embroiled in internecine f'eutlx 

~~~~~~h~ of of tlleir own, as was natural among clans of 
theyo tmcon- 
i l~~mn~blc N R I .  rubbers. l)cspite their own differences, how- 
atidera 

evcr, thcy lonq rcsi\ted the power of the Rlos- 
]em conquerors, and t l ~ e  Afritlis were the last 

Rep11180 
acllr Shah. 

race in t11nt section of Asia to abanclon their 
itloIs and tlrrir fire worship for the Koran. 
They arv now all JTahornedans. Alexander 
the  Great left the tribesmen alone when he con- 
quered India, and erlterccl the plains allerein 
Peshau.ar now stands by a circuitour march 

01 
t o  the east of the Pass. Kttdir Shah was 
driven hncli honl it point 11ort11-mest of 1,undi 
Kotal arid was forced to find a way nroancl Ijy 
tlic H;tznr Valley. Tlle Sikh rulers of IJes1li~w:tr 
in the eitrly (lays of the century paici n black- 
rn;lilr>d tributr to the Afritlis to keep t l ~ e  road 

olw11, j ud  as we do to this very day. Tlle 
Ei~glish fought ant1 won the battle of Ali 
Musjid in the Khyber irl 1878. They evacuat- 
ed the IJass when the Afridis seized Lundi Kotal 

The masRRcrc and Ali Rlusjid in August 1897, and re-entered 
7;~;fshtruupa it, unopposed, four rnonths Inter. The massacre 
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of our troops during the first Afghan war did 
not occur in the Icliyber, as some hulq)ose ; 
but a hundred and thirty niiles beyond i t  ill 
the rugged defile known as the 1,tttaband l'ass 
between Bnrakhob :tnd Sarnuclin Mullah Mir, 
about thirty miles this side of Icabul. 

When the Afghans held the Pass, their 
nearest strongholtl to India was Fort Ahdur- 
rahman, about a couljle of iniles below Ali Mus- 
jid. Its dismantled ruins are still stancling ; 
but we have never considered it necessary to 
estal~lith :t garrison tl~crc. Liz counection with 
o w  tenure of tllc roatl, our forts are :- 

1. I'ort Jnmrutl, in tlie Pehhau:~r Plain, FortJamrwi 

which cornmands the month of the I<liyber and 
is the head-quarters of the Khyher Rifl* who 
garrison the Pass. At Jatnrud also the p e r .  
ccxljita ro:rd tax is collectetl on all ani~nals 
coming to or from India. 

2. Fort Afaude, a 1nuc.h srnallcr fortress, 
about two miles and a half from Jalnrud, 
within the entrance of the Pass. 

3. Fort Ali Musjid, nine niiles from Jarnrud, 
which commands an opening in tlie Pass large 
enough to permit a caravan to halt and water 
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there. At eitlier end of this ol1e11 fipnce the 

Pass narrows to a neck that is easily defen- 
fiible. 

tundl Ruti\l. 4. I,undi Kotnl, a fort on tllc Kotnl or apex 
of the Pass, situate in a comparatibely ~ i d e  
plain that i q  completely surrouncietl hy moun- 

tains. The fort is 20 nliles bcyontl Jnmrud, 
and the l</~cr./ilus, or caravans, cover the tiis- 
ttlnce betwc.cn the two points in n day. 

J'nndi Kotnl is our nearest strongliold to tlie 
Afghan Frontier, hut tlre IZritisli sectioi~ of the  
I'ass stretches four miles north-west of it to 
Tor Kham. Tlie remaining eight miles, to  
Dakka, run through Afghan territory. 

"'l'le Of t''ll I n  August 1897, wlle~i we evacuated tlie Pass, Jer nr loot 

we abandoned Lundi Icotal and Ali Nusjid to  
the Afridir for tlie tirne being. IYlien we 
re-entered it  four months later in December, we 
found both forts dis~nantled, and every bit of 
wood-work in them eitlier burned or carried 
away. The scarcity of timber on the naked 
hills renders wood a most ralunble species of 
loot in that section of the country, and hence 
the removal of every stick of timber from both 
forts. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

1'210 Pnes by marches-Ju~nrud-Ali Musjid-Its 

for t i f icn t io~~s-Caw a d  snngrcru by the roadsidc--Lnndi 

Kotal-Destruction of ttic Afridi ~trongholds -Descrip- 

ion of their villages-Dofcnccs of Llindi Kotitl-Tile 
Shinwaris-Lundi Kha~ia-The Afghan Frontier-Tri. 

butary Pnsses. 

Before proceeding further with a descril~tion ( u,,t,,,r uf the 
Pnas, 

of places whose relati\ e positions may not be 
easily understood, it would be well to call at- 
tention to the accompanying outline map of the  
Pass, and its environments which will convey 
a far better idea of the courbe and contour 
of the cclebraterl lligl~way than any words 
could be expected to do. -r, 

From Pesh:twar, in the south-east corner of , , , e  f lorn 

the plan, i t  will he seen that the I<hyber road ::AT1 
runs almost due west to and beyond Jamrud 
vi& Fort lIari Singli, which stands about mid- 
way between the Frontier City and Fort Jam- 
rud, This road is through an open plain, and 

A perfect bau is a broad l e ~  el thoroughfare- a !~oulevnrd in l,,,,d. 

fact. Fort Jnmrud, wherein are situate the 
barraclrs of the Khyber Rifles, is practically 



~ h s  ciato of the p t c  to t11e Pass, tllougll the road for a 
he I'nes 

couple of rniles heyontl it is -till o\c3r the corn- 

p:trnti\e lebcl of the 11l:tin. It is not until 

uithin a rifle shot of Fort Jlautle, ahout 24 
rriilcs filrtl~er west, that the real Khyber com- 
Irlcnces. 'l'l~ellcc oli to illi JInqjid i~ :L conti- 

nuous ul~\\:ir(l cli~tlh ; tllc occ:~sional (lips all 

trcndir~g towards loftier elevations beyond. 
' l '11~ roatl\vay iu good, and, consiclering t l ~ e  

I ~ X C C I I L I I C ~  < I 
l,,r 4 ,  .u,,l o ~ I ~ ~ R c I I ' >  l,rebca~lted 1 ~ y  tile rough contour of 
w.id t)od tht. colmtrp, l l ~ e  grade is cxcellr~nt. In  sorne 

plitc.cs t I I P  roatl-lrrbtl is 1)uilt up like it vinduct 
nqain~t  the l~ rp~i l~ i touq  cllff' side, supportetl by 
~ ~ ) ~ u l e r o u s  l)ileb of mxsonry ; in c~tllers it is a 
mere chasrri l ~ r w n  thrortgll t l i ~  rock Ijy tlie sap- 
llerk. i l p i n ,  t1lc.r~ are stretcl1e.s where nature 

I i r lp i~~g  tllc d(.signs of mail-hitr cleft a 

\ \ a t ~ r - c ~ i t  or wrenctletl the ~nountain masses 

aside ill solne rriighty seis~nic, convulsion. 

l'lirougll all tllrse the l'ass winds up gently on 

at1 easy inclirio over a rortil-bed as ser~iceahle 
as that of any English comntry highwny-bet- 
ter thnrl many, illdeed-for the entire distance 

from .Tnn~rud to T,rlndi Icotal, ant1 thencbe down 
hlll to Tor lillarrl on the rlfglian frontier. 
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13ryol1(1 Tor K l l a o ~  tlle ro:ttl is i l l  c11:lrge of the Tlie Affih~11 
wr.tll.1~ i- t ndlg 

L4fgl~:\li~, : L ~ I I ~  is ill v c ~ y  1)oor c ~ ) ~ ~ t l i t i o ~ ~ ,  * nrl111ta111u4. 

J ~ i s i ;  below Ali 111l3jitl t > l ~ c .  Pass, ivliic~l~ 11:~s 
bet.11 c~ros~jiilg tltc c .o i~~ l , n l . ;~ t i \  c . 1 ~  ul)en country ' 

* The f u l l o l ~ i l ~ g  cletails r c g ~ r d i ~ ~ g  the  1)11yeic:tl fertturpo 
of t h e  I<llyl~cr a r e  c o l ~ l l e ~ ~ s c ( l  fro111 Urllel.ol Xfac(:rlbgor's 
oti(:i:tl a c t o u l ~ t ,  by 1)r. W. \V. 1I111itcr ill l ~ i s  Ii~iprrial 
I;n:ettrrr : - - - l r~~inedintcly on lcuvilrg .1:1111r1111, I 1 ,  el clefen- 
bible grc11111c1 I I I J ~  be srtill to C ~ I I I I I I ~ I I ( . ~ ! ,  us t I I C  spurn 
ronrc. i~ l t l~os t  nl) co tha t  place ill rour~tl bare kncrlls of low 
I ~ c : i ~ i ~ l ,  b ~ ~ t  voi..v stlllicictlt, fo r  the C O I I I I I ~ ~ I I ~  o f  tilc roi~li. 
h'lttlal~i, l ~ u r r e ~ c , r ,  :I 111iles fronl J a l ~ ~ r u t l ,  is g e ~ ~ e r n l l y  
oo~~si t iercd to 11e the  :~c tua l  enstrrn e r ~ t r a ~ ~ c e .  At t l ~ i ~  
point the  11ills I!~:gin to  clc)xe iir, rind 1,090 yurds fu r lhe r  
t l~ t :  widtll of the  pass is 460 fcct ; the  hcri is easy, level, 
a11r1 corertcl wit11 al~lall s l ~ i ~ l y l c , - - - t l ~ e   hill^ on the  lcft 
tire \ c ry  stcc.1) ; 500 y:lrcls t 'ur t l~er  on, this willlh @a- 
dui~l ly l t ~ s u e ~ ~ s  to 870 feet,  t l ~ c  hilln on eir111.r side b e i ~ ~ ~  
s l ~ c e r  ~ ~ r c c i l ~ i r e s .  At  1,200 ja rds  f~rr t l rer  the mid t l~  i s  
100 fc,ec, tlle I1ill8 being steep for  60 or 60 f ~ c t  i l ~  height, 
t11e11 slol!il~g t>;tck ; 860 yards f u r t l ~ e r  t h n  \villtll&ris 210 
feet ,  the Iiillri OI I  t he  r ight  being ~~recipi tol is ,  and 611 the  
left r o ~ ~ i ~ l l e r l  ;unti j~rricticnl~le ; nt 1050 ynrds fu r the r  t h o  
~ v i r l t l ~  is 70 ft,el,  the  hills being very precipitous on 
b o t l ~  uitl,,s ; 600 y:ttris fur t l -~cr  thc? rvillrh i u  230 feet, tho 
trills olr tl~cr l r f t  h ~ i n g  prcc'ipitr~us, allti on the  ripllt 
roui~tlcil n111l ~ ~ r ~ c t i ~ i l t i l e ;  2 ~riiles f i ~ r i l ~ ~ ~ '  t h e  width is 
260 fct.1, t  lit. l~illti r111 t t ~ c  r ight  beir~g ]~olpenclicul:ir, 
and  OII t l ~ c  left p~.a[,ti(::tLI(!; 1060 yards  furtlrer t h e  
Witltli is 03 f w t ,  tile l~illn (111 I~crtl~ aides l e i n g  vcry ~l teep,  
tlrose on t l ~ e  left l ~ e r l ) t : ~ ~ d i c ~ ~ l ; ~ ~ . ;  1,050 yards furtlrer the  
~Pitltli i u  110 fcvt, t l ~ c  l~ i l l s  on both silios being co111. 
pnrativrly cnsy HI ICI  p r n t ~ t i c ~ l ~ l o  ; 880 ynrds f u r t l ~ c r  t h e  
widtli is 210 fort ,  I l ~ r  l~ i l l s  ~ I I  L I r ( b  Icft 11c:ing ~ t c r p  and 
oil t l ~ e  right ol)c~l  :rnrI easy ; 2 nlilra 220 yirrrlu f l ~ r t h r r  
tile widtlr i n  2tX) f r c ~ ,  tho l~i l ls  OII  t he  lcft Ibeir~g steepihu. 
111111 U I I  t l ~ t '  1.i,<11( I I ~ , ~ , I I  :i1:11 ~ol l i l t~\ l . i~t iv+ ~ i r s y .  



Ille r ~ .  n t  along a river-bed, nnrrows to n 111cre neck. 
Air !4uu]Id 

On t h e  left the ri\rr--u. strearu in  ordinary 

A t  S l i  Mlrnji~l. 1.300 p r d s  fl~rtht.~.,  t h c  ~ \ i d t h  i s  40 
f f !c . t ,  tlre liilln Ilcing p t ~ r l ~ c ~ ~ t d i o u l n r  nlld i ~ ~ ~ p r a c t i c n l r l e ,  
I?et~ri?c~ri K~i1:mi  n ~ r d  tlris '  point ,  llorircroft, anyn, t h e  
nrolrntni~la or1 eitl lor lrnuil nro  about  1,300 fcot  2rigI1, 
s1ati.y a111t t o  all  nl~pcarnncc! innc.tvc.ssilllc ; 1,450 y a r d s  
f l~r t l i (>r  tlro niil t l l  is 270 f r e t  ; l r i l l ~  O I I  t h o  loft  pricill i-  
tous, on tho  riglit  c , ( ~ ~ r ~ p a r a t i v c l y  easy ; 1 111i1o l,OW yard8 
f u r t h e r  tlro !rititlr in 390 f ~ c r ,  t h e  l~i l ln  11~ir lg  rc1.y R I C P ~ ;  
t i *  mi11.a I~cyo~r t l  thiu lie8 ttrn I ,a lahrg vnIlc>y, which 
nvnrnpes I t  milo Lroacl; 880 ynrilr f r i r t l ~ r r  tlrr! widtlr is 
10 f i ~ t  o r  l cw ,  t h e  Irills 11ci11k q~r i t t l  l ~ e r p e ~ r ~ l i c c ~ l a r ;  in 
1,000 ynrdfl f l i ~ ~ t l ~ c r  t h c  ronil goes n:er rltc I,nll(li Klinrru 
P:MB tlio wi11tl1 I~eirlg 140 f e e ( ,  iir~cl t11e 11ills 1)eiirg very 
strt)p, csl)ncin:!y on t111, I t ~ f t  ; 3 4  nriics T ~ ~ r i l r c r  tire width 
i.q ROO fret ,  tlio llillri 111.ir1g S L I ' P I I  1111 t l ~ ,  lcf t ,  h ~ i t  not  SI I  

p r ~ % r . i l u t u ~ ~ s  011 llle r i x l~ f  ; 2i 111i1c.s t ' t ~ r . l l i r~~ ,  t ho  wid th  is 
:'(HI I'ct,t, tLr. lrills l!csin,o v(>ry hti,rli (311 110th sides; 3 
n~i!<-a f l l r t l t r~ .  is 1)11:1.,:1, \\-hero L l r~  driilc. opens. 'l'lri> 
1111nl Ic~r~k.tlr of tlic tlclilc, t l ~ u r c l u r c ,  fro111 J n n ~ r u i l  to  
1)hnkn i~ ;~hcrut, 3.7 r ~ r i l ~ s .  

'l'lrc e lcr ;~t ior l  irr f(!r.t of vnriovs points  of tile ]>am in - 
J n m r u ~ l  l f j i 0 ;  Ali hlunji(1 2-133 ; I, ;~rrdi Kllana. 2488 ; 
I,nrrili I<ot;ll. 3:li:I ; I)l~aliir, 140-L. If t h e  e1cv:rtiotl of 
Jnt r~rut l  (2,433) ~ i r o r r  hy J l r .  Sco t t  of t h e  su rvey  i~ 
r i x l ~ t ,  nll tlresi. tiylirea \\.cilrlrl lit? i1irrc.n8rcl I)y 763 F w i .  
'Siic! ancc i~ t  o r e r  t h e  1,:111tli Khn~r:! T 'aw i n  na r row,  n ~ g -  
ycil, rtt!cl?, ancl g+*rrnr;~lly tlrr rn (1h t  ditfi(.itlt pnrt of tlru 
\vlr~ile rond. (3~111s cni11~1 no t  118 I ~ I . ; ~ \ V I L  11 t . r~  except  by 
nlwl. a n d  t11r.11 only :rftt>r t h e  i~r~provt~rr~c?rr t  of t l l r  road : 
t iic (iosc.r~lit i s  nlong n. n e l l - n ~ ; r i l ~  mal l ,  a n d  is clot 80 
dilticrrlt. J i ~ s t  bcyoriti .41i Aflisjid tile r o a ~ l  ~ I R S R C R  nl7er 
:I l1c.11 irf 111.1,jcctilr): ~rlrcl ~ l i p p e r c  rock. \vrtich n~:~l;cn t l ~ i a  
]~ r i~ . r i i~ l i  cxi r r~rncly  11iUic11lt for  I:~tle11 n ~ ~ i r l ~ a l n .  'I'l~e Khni. 
bar  PZII 1 1 4 ,  t ~ i r i ~ r ~ c l  Ily ~ I I C  ' I 'nr t>~rn road. !viri~-11 o i ~ t o r s  t h e  
hills olrr~iit !3 ~ r ~ i l c s  not.t t~ of J n m r o d  (;urotliorh:a~rclr 
elrtcbrin?: '2t nlilos r remrr)  2nd ~ i t h e l .  j o i ~ i ~  t l ~ i ~  E ;h :~ ibn~ .  
roa11 at l ,~rni lx t~i  I I Y  kc~x;>a t l~: ,  I I ~ W L ~ I  (4 t110 r<Lngc L I I L ~  

goes  t o  [ ) t ~ i ~ k n ,  
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seasons, but a torrent during the rains-ripples 
over its pebbly bed tolvardg Jamrud. On its 
t igh t  bank the bare brown hills rise ul, like 

The ~11f f  at walls, impassable even to t h ~  uiild goats. uu6,,d 

On the right of the Pass stands an almost 
sheer precipice whencc houlders might easily 

be shot dowli to crl~sli an inbading host. Re- 
yond this neck the Pass widens ont for about 
half a mile, when i t  ;lg,zin closes ill until it 
resenibles a veritable chasrn, sometlling like 
the Grand Canon of the  Colorado. On c.it11er ~ l ~ s , , l ~ ' e P " a L ' e  

side the rocky walls rise 11p allnost perl~rntli 
cular. Below the river flips along rnerrily 
like a brown streak over n narrow nlargiti 
of grey pebbles. Ttle sun there never glrnlnv Hol,lo ,,f t l , t  

on the roatlway until i t  is in its zeriih, and nt"'"' 

in the winter time, when the storms come 
from the north, tlie blasts hoot, and roar, ancl 
rumble through this narrow gap, like 13robclig- 
agian trumpets and thuntler; and the howl 
of each blast can be heard up tlie Pars long 
before the  hlast itself reaches Ali Rlusjid. 

Commanding the open space above and 
nlld sa~re i l  tn1111 below, the  Afghans long ago Fuilt a great fort .t Mne)~d 

on the pinnacle of the loftiest peak on the 
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ridge that r i ~ c s  beyond the ri \cr 1):lnlc on t l ~ ~  
left side of the road. This nits rv-conitrnc~fed 
tiy t l ~ e  Uritisll when they inieited tht. 1)litce 
after tllc battle of Ali llusjitl in 1875. Tiley 

All  ll11>]1d also cor~utructed additional bloc.l<liouscs on the 
adjacent hill tops overlooking t l ~ e  I'nqs, so as 
to conl~nand the country back of the P :L\~ to 

1% cstward. Other fortifications were ninde 
al~ove t l ~ e  ol)cn space on t l l ~  right of the  
road, its well au blockhouses co~rl~rlanding the 
~larrow defile 11igllt.r up. Cornxniqsariat godown<, 
rttc., xere crectc-tl ill t l ~ e  low l n ~ ~ d ,  as well i ts 

a se,.tri, or enclosnre, for the caravans to rest in. 
Oper aud allore these structurc.i tllcre was 
n o t l i i ~ ~ g  in Ali Jlusjid save tlic tom11 of the  
srtinted JIahoinedan \jI lo first miniitereti a t  
the mosque of Ali, after wliich tlie place is 
nanleci. The t o ~ ~ i b  is a sirn1)le a&ir under a 

donie-like canopy of sorts, h11t it i r  not worth 
wllile inakiug a trip up the I<hyber rnerely to 
\isit it. 

A dcsvla Beyorid Ali Alusjitl the graclrlal upward in- 
' h'gh*uy. cline continues tl~rongll n wilt1 narrow gorge 

in u lliclk there are no s i g l ~ ~  of 1lr11tian habita- 
tionq or of anything crrlculttted to support 



h111rlnn lifr ---notlling but Ixowii 111011uttiill~ 

and 1)rown sl~ation-s, with otlti I)unci~es of 

scrltb sprouting out here and tilere arnong thc 
rocks. The river-bet1 is gradually lost, allti 

there are no s1)rings. Occasionally ollt? rnny 
T11c r?vyq oP 

detect s carp or two whorein shcpl~ercls or t:; ,,l;:;;i:;f* 
~narautlers find shelter-more con~monly the 
latter in olden days, but  the I~oltl forayer of 

the  I 'HS~ llas l)cen badly crowded out of 

the I<hgher proper of late years. Thest& 
caves are small ~ f i ~ i r i i  s~ooperl ant of t 1 1 ~  

tlecomgoard roc-I;, or yrllo~v clay, of the 

nlountnin ~ i d c .  T11ry arc seldom rrlorc tli:in 
tivel\tl f w t  i l ( s ~ . o ~ ~  itlside, and about s e ~ e i l  or 
e i g l ~ t  f ~ ~ l t  in 11c~igllt. Tlic~ir i~lteriors are 

destitute of iiuisi~ or f~lrniture,  ant1 ara/ be- 

grimed with ~ I U O ~ P .  Ilittle s~tngrl~s, or low 
~ t , n t o ~ l c a l l > .  

breastworks of looic~ly 11iletl up  sto~ics, whence p1t~od.1 I , ( U ~ L I ~  

R rifleman can snipe :tt t l ~ r  uusny)c~cting 

enemy, are gcwerally to 1)c ~ t w  ill tllc iciuity 
of thew cares, as, intlred, tllrp J I I ; L ~  he 01,- 
~ e r v e d  in all likely places co~rlmtqntling any 

strstegically advnntagc~ous stwtion of tlie Paw. 

About sercn rnilps above ~ l l i  Jl~ls.jitl tllc 
Pass opens oilt into an irreg11l:tr itarics of 



I 
l ) l i~i t~s  or v:illeys, co~nl)letclly Iien~ii~etl i11 by 

tl~c. ~nollntiiins, \r.l~icli also jut  out into the 

11.v(.ls l ike pt~ninsulas. 0 1 1  the (*lid of one 
1)f  tl1c.sc1 ridges a ? ) ~ l t t i i ~ g  011 tlie road is built 

tilts Ilr~cltlliist tope nl~ove ref(arrrc1 to. i i r i t l  t ,l~is 

i n ) i ~  is ~ised :is ;t 1,icket station I)?  t,rool)s a.11e11 
t l ~ e  1':iss has to l)e picketed for tile safe con- 

I < R Z U ~  A f ~ i d i  dllvt of COlI\.OyS. Tile 1)1:lin is tile it\,orle c f  
t ~ l l . ~ i ( e ~  iiear 

. I  I .  ~ i l r io l~s  lillels or clans of tlle Afritii trihrs, ant1 

crol)qro\Fr I L ~ J  freely :triiong the  pel)l)ly rocks 
with w l ~ i c l ~  i ts  tit~ltls are c-overc~d. A 11mn1)er 

of q~la(iral~gnl:~r ni~~tl-\vi~Il(?cl ~il l : ig~?~-e~t~:11 

mitli n look-out tower of the t y l ~  111;lde f:~rriiliar 

in  the ill~~st.riitions of the ?'il.nli carr~l)nign 
-1~~~s l )~c l t l a  tile 1)I~~ilis a t  close illtervals. At, 
Ir.:rst t11c.y usc.tl t,o do so, nut1 prol)itbly will 
clustr~. tlierr iigilil~ itt SOIII(: futur(: (litt,~, thoug-11 

the!- \\-ere l~ractically all rnzctl to the earth by 

Generat1 Harn~llond's 1,rig;ttle I V ~ I C ~ I J  1ic invested 

Luncli l<ot;~l during the winter of 1897-98. 
Where three score towers oxice ~t,ood s e ~ ~ t i ~ i r l  

over F I S  many Afridi villages, however, there 
Fidelity re. 

Wnrdcd are now only t a o  or three. These belong to 
certaii~ faittifill soldiers of the Khyber Rifles 
who did not dcsert, as so rnanp of their corn- 
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ri~c1c.s rlicl. to join tl~cbir ~.cvolting kins1nc.n 
whrli t l ~ t  g e n ~ r i ~ l  riiing occ,nrrect in Allgilst 
1807. All t l ~ e  otllcr villages were destroyc.d. 
ntterly; and sabe wllere the spring crops 
grow, seemingly ungt~arcled :tnd unwatcl~ed 
hv  tlie rondsidc, tl~c! idace is now n desolate 
tvilder~iess. 

,, I l ~ e  corintry ctrlitinues open at intervals most 
of the rest of the way 111) to T,undi Iiotnl, wllere 
there is qr~i te  a s11acjous pli~in, kuuwn as the 
1,oargi I'lain, ill t l ~ e  centre of ~llich-~,\tands 
the  1,tlndi Ih tn l  Folt. 

r l  1 his structure is not n fortress in the gen- ,,,,,,,,,,~,,, of 

era1 sense of the term, anc-l could he wiped out 
of cxiztr~lce in an liour by the ligl~test artil- 

lery. I t  is a quadrangular enclosl~re nit11 
srnnll havtiorlv at  each corner whence the walls 
can be c>nfiladed. It affords the  necessary 1,ro- 
tectio~l from rifle fire or froill risk of being 
taken by assartlt, its loop-l-ioled walls being 
from 12 to 14 feet in height on the average 
and in places more. S o  perrrlauent artillery 
is kept t l~ere,  and, indeed, such urould he un- 

Not rcallv n 
necessary on account of the i~npossibi l i t~  of delenalblo fort 

defending the situatlol~ from attack by artil- 



lery. Tlie fort i ~ i  snurolu1tit.11 l y  liilla fronl 
Environments which it couI(i be sn.(>l)t hy rifle fir(, were t't~oso 

of Ll~ndl  Kotal. 
hills lcrt ~lrrl)ic~kc~ttc~cl, a11t1 it is tmly ~1jli:d a 

fort I)y c6nrtrsy. 
Bchintl it stretch ncrc.9 nut1 acre3 of wr.11 tilled 

ficltlu, omit1 ~rllicli rise nnnlerous ~illnges 
The friendly 

s l ~ i n w ~ ~ i s .  belongi~rg to tlre frit~l~tlly S l i i~~ \ ra r i  trilws who 

hell)t>c! us to 1)icket t t ~ c  erlrironirlg Iloiglits 
during tlle 1i~tc.r ~ilontlis ol tlio 'i'i,.nli crn~rl):lig~~. 

In front is t110 1iara:lo gi~ountl :111tl 11t.jo11tl it 
the ccrnet~rics-~l;ltirr! .ultl I~:~~~.opc~nn-n-Iicr~: 

nlnliy 11undrt:tl sol(1it.r~ lit: I)~uic~;l. Scn i  tl~esn 
ltttter arc. the n:itc3r tni~ks tliat gntlrc~r tht? 

water in  t l ~ ,  t.ninp S~n>.(Jll. ;lntl, nea1. tl~ese, is 
P r o t e c t i o n  

f r o  nl Brcdvla- the Sf).(~i,  or \vnllctl cl~closurt.. wllr)rc;i~i t l ~ e  
shra. 

K J i c ~ / 7 1 ~ r ~  n1.c sn.fc.lg g11n1.11id n t  nigllt lxbndir~g 

their journcbys to or from Intli:~. Ovcrlooliing 
tliin lllttcr, on n low hill, is n circull~r I~lock- 
house wlit.rt-! t l ~ e  gr~artiian picket is stationed 

to protect the convoy from the nl~pronc~li of 

robbers or bttbtt~lshrs, Inside the Pour nr~11s are 
houses ancl sheds  nnil o;)tn sl'aces for tents ; 

Mait) m7atar also a sm:lll water tank ; but tl~cl n~nin wtlter- 
nllpl~ly of tile 
Furt. supply of 1,lintli Kotal i n  olltained fro111 n ~ ~ o i l ~ t  

nearly two miles beyond-on t h e  down ,grade 



toward3 Afghani~tnn-whew a goo(1 spring, 
from which the water is carried in pipeq, h u p -  

plies threc reserLolrs that nestle in a gorge- 
like \alley. On tlic ot l~cr  qitle of the block- 

house hill is a srrlnll race colirrc. 
Alaterinl i r n l ~ r o ~ e m c n t ~  may 1,e exl~cctcd in A ,,,l,,,+eL~ 

the natrr-snl)pIy of tllr. fol tiiicd Serrri, or Sol t 
itself, :~lr~lo5t n\ soon a~ t l i i ~  aecoux~t is l ~ ~ i l ~ l i k l l -  

ed. SVithin the walls tliero is an e s c r l l e ~ ~ t  
well which has 1 1 ~ ~ 1 1  ~ n ~ u i ( ~ d  since Auguit 

1897, when the rehcl Afritlis pollyfetl it 1,y 
throwing into it the hodiec: of the sermntc; of 
Captam Harton, thc Commantlant of t l ~  I<hj - 
ber Rifles. Tliis well 11nq i i l ~ c c  Iwc.11 sa l~~ni t t ed  
to n continued procc+ of deotloriintion nntlclisin- 
fection; arrcl as sooil a~ tlie tiox ernlnent Laborn- 
tory Aut l~ori t ie~ lel~ort  tll:tt its water i q  fit to , ~~~ , ' ~ ,~~~= , f$~  
drink, there will he a supply witllin the foltifi- 
cations to sul>ply the nctnnl drinking :ind cool;- 
i l ~ g  rcqllirernents of the entire gnrrison. This 

i a  a matter of vital consequence. A t  Ali JTuqjicl 
water 118s to he cnrried from the river and up  tile 
face of au irnrnense precipice by !)histi8 ; and 
therefore the higher forts are practically unten- 
able in i t  contest against ally superior force that 
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could sl)are time sufficient to compel the defen- 
ders to succurnh to tlie paugz of thirst. 111 acldi- 
tioil to the strategically ilri1)ortnnt w:ltcr sulq>ly, 

I ~ " I " ' > V ~ I ' ~  ti10 
tlle ~nili tary tlefences of 1,undi I(ot;ilwill sliortly 

riefui~cca. bc so far ilril)rovetl a d  to rencler tllc fort itself 
a stiongl~uld of no I ~ I C ~ L ~  clcfenzive po\\t'r. On 

the hill overlool~ing tlle Sercli to the nortll and 
no1 th-east, sei vicesble Ijlock-l~ouseb-irli~)reg- 
nublc tothe attacks of any light-al,mctl fo~ce,arid 
l)~o~isionecl w it11 all the recluircmcl~tb of :i bcblca- 
guered guard clurinq n cou1)le of ~ n o u t l ~ s  siege 
-Ila\c been or are in courbc. of l ~ c i r ~ q  ervctetl. 
Tlie A'e~'c,.cti itsr~li' Iins albo 1)cc>11 ril:~te~it~lly strc~rlg- 
tliened on the sides eul~osctl to attack ; tho 
height of the wallr Ims heen su ir~creabctl as to 
mininiiw the risk f r o ~ n  '* .nil)ing," ~ L I I ~  the 
efficiency of the  dcfcnceu 1i:ts heen iniy,l.ovecl ill 
every way. Neverthelecis, as stated a b o ~ c ,  the 
fort would be untenable against ~riodern nrtil- 
Irry. 

The next point of consquence :dong the  
Lmrdi Khana 

nud Tor iihilu. road is Lundi Khana, just I~clow the Tanlis, and 
then-four miles beyontl the ICutrrl-is Tor 
Khsm, on the Afghan frontivr, wliere the  
British interests iu the Kilyber elid, and 
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where the I<llyher Rifles tillle over the I<l~rktil(irr 
fro111 the Ti/~ctrs r c l ~ l r ~ ~ ,  or t I il~itl I t 5 1  ies of the Arnir. 
WU linve no control o ~ c r  tlie last eight miles of 
the I'ns From Tor I<Iia:r~ to 1)nliltn. 

This ir the route of the I<l~yber. Four ,,,,,,,,,,,p,,, 
minor pwwer connrct it wit11 t l ~ e  13az~r Valley. 
Two of tl~eie--the Cl~nrn and  ~\l;~cI~i--et~ter tile 
road a little I,clow ,Ili XIu<jltl. Tlie other two 
--the IJaznr : ~ r i t l  Boli-co111e out near I,undi 
ILotal. Tllese nro l)mcticnllv l i t t l r  1)ttter than 

trails, " mltl are not nvailablc for -wheeled 
traffic. 

CI 

Beyond Tor I<llain, u h e ~ c  tllc Uritiqli control B l l [ $ ~ ~ Y ~ , " , "  

of the Pasi censc., tlw leal I x y i l l r  t o  dcterio- 
rate ; h i t  cart. call he takc~n I)eyoncl t h i ~ t  point 
as far as Ximlit, tmelliy rnllcv beyond Jalal- 
abacl, wllicl~ latter town is just GO miles 
beyond the Kotnl. 

I n  excelhional case-, wl~eclecl \ rhicles hrrve T ~ L R  u 
Khg ber 

been t:tken all tlie way from l'es11:~wnr to 
Kabul-Kabul being 150 mile3 beyond Lundi 
Kotal. The ilulir'r state ci~rriages were yo 
brought up  on I~ullock carts in 1896 ; hut the 
heavy guns presented to I~irli a few years 
earlier, after the lhrzncl Jlission, had to be seut 
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u p  vici Quettt~, Kandnhnr nnd Glltlzili (this 
1 1 n ~ ' a ~ ~ k b l o  t u  

whbelo,l t,adc last is 1~rono~nced l f i j t ' l ~ 7 i ~ ) ~ i  in ~ifylinnistan), 
being drawn l ~ y  traction engines nll the  way. 
It woultl hnvc been i~npowiljle to  drng s11c11 
heavy weights throlxgll ant1 across such river- 
b e d ~  as interroct tllo road between Nirnla and 
Kabul. Tlle l<hrtrl (or Tittle) I<I~jrl~cr be- 

tiveen Dalrka niid Jalnlabnd is compnrntively 
easy; but tho Lataband Pass, hoyontl (iancta- 

Thol~atulland rnak on the I<abul rontf, wliero the Treaty Pun.. 

of 1840 was signed nnd tllo I3ritish force an- 
nihilated, is at present ilnpassi~1)lo to such tribfic. 
General Roberts rrlndo a roatl practicable 
for artillery all tho way; but tho  snows and 
rains have wiped i t  out i n  all those placos 
where tho existcnco of n road is milst neces- 
sary. The elephants that frequently carry 
from Jalalabad to Kabul goods tliat have been 
carted through tlie Khyber to tho forlner 
town, cannot climb up tlie Latnhand, and have 
to mnke a detour of some eight miles viti the - 

The old British old British road, over wliicll we used to send 
R M  to  Kabul. 

our puns when we hacl cantonments nt Kabul. 
U 

This eight-mile rection of road is the only 
stretch between Tor Kllarn and Kabul that 
is consoientiously kept in repair. 



lIow to ruooh the Kl~yher-Abandonment of the  

Khyher Hallway Schouo - Prol~ablooxtcnsion of tlie e r i ~ t .  
ing ra,ilrvay to Jamrud-Lord Curzon's rront lor  l'olicy- 

Accu~nniodation aL l 'osl~awar-T~i~~iapol.t tllenco t o  Londl 

Kotnl -l'erlnissio~i rc(jnirei1 fro111 tho Political Officer- 

Chcicc a u ~ l  cost of a rehiclo-Tnno ucc~lpiod in xnaking 

tho trip-Its dltngcrs during tho 11ot \rcatlior-Tlio 

Upper Klryber-Tllo routo by lnnrclica to Kabul -- ~ C C C Y -  

snry outfit for tho journey-Thc escort provided t r r  

trarcllars by t l ~ c  Ar~iir-Gonural roniarks-Physical autl 

gnueral fcuturcs of tho Pass 

During the closing montlls of the Tirah chm- 
paign a schcme ~vaq mooted to carry a r:~ilway 

The K l 1 j l 1 . 5  
right up  the Kliyber to Lundi I<otal, in which Nali\\a~bb110111 

ovent the adventurous tourist in Bombay or 
Calcutta, or any other European centre of 
India, could have booked liimself a t  a mo- 
ment's notice clear through by rail to the 
Afghan frontier. T i l i ~  project, however, was 

negatived in the  l('rontic1. Policy of T,ord Cur- 
non, as sanctiol~etl by the Secretary of State 
in August 1899, wherein it was set forth that, 
were i t  desirable to connect an Indian Frontier 
Base with Afghanistan by a railway, a route 



, ;;T:P;,"d!,, "y ot h r ~ r  t l la l~  that 1 it? tll e Jilryl~cr \voultl more 
probably be follo\tetl. At t l r ~  same time it 
wns stntctl in tile tcst  of  tllv l'olicy, a8 pnblis11- 
ed, that the Xortli-Western Railway syitem 
woultl probably he extcndetl to Jt~lnrud at  nn 
early date. In r c p r d  to tliis, it may br: n8 

well to reprotluce the  test of that 1):~i-t of J,ortl 
C'urzon's Policy concrri~ing tllc K h y l ~ r  as  i t  
al)pe,zred in the Pig)zeo., ilug. 7tli, 1899 :- 

"Tlie policy nr1ol)tetl in tlre Tilryl>er in~-olvf., 
:r silrlilar nbandomnent of tlie sc~l~c~ltier for i~ow 

. Lor11 Citrzon'a 
ant1 costly fortificntioilv autl entails tho ~ i i h i t i -  

xi')ber "u''cy tution of a reorgariised cwrps of Khyber I.liHcs 
for the regular g~rr i iol l ,  one-l~nlf of wliicll 
has alrcatly been witl~tlrawii from J,undi Kotal, 
wliile i t  is expected tlint tLc rcmitincler will  
follow as soon ail thc new arrangrments art. in  

worlcing order. 'l'hesc consist of thc clstension 
and irnproved fortification of tlie (.xisting forti- 
fied ae~.ni at Luridi Iiotal ant1 of thc other srnall- 
er posts in the Pnss, all of which will i r l  future 
be held by the I<hyber Rifles. The latter force 
has beell raised to a strength of 1,200 rnen 
divided into two b:ttt:dions, wit11 six British 
off ic~rs  ; and it will enjoy n revised scale of pay 



and good-coilduct : ~ l l ~ w n ~ ~ c c . s .  It i~ un(l~rstoot1 
t h ~ t  the Goverrililent of Ir~dia file not illclinetl , & n 1 ~ ; : ~ ~ ~ 1 ; ~ ~  

at  l ~ r e ~ e n t  to procced nny fiirtl~er wit11 tlle +* Jnmllld. 

sclleme for a I<lrybcr I'ass railway, t.ince it is 
thought that, if tho rail-rontl into ~ l f ~ h a n i s t a n  
frorn this quarter is requirrcl in the future, it 
is lriore likely to follow another route. But i t  
is rlvt i~iiprobt~blu that tlic st:lndurd gauge will 
be contiuued at  an early (late from l'esliawar 
to Jnmrud. A movable column will be miiin- 
tailled at  I'cullnwar to support tho tq;litia in 

the 1<11j 1)er." 

E'roin tllir it lnny he seen tliat one can nt 
present l)roct~e,l 1)y rail upon the rontc no fur- 

tii6.r tlini~ I 'esl~nnar;  m ~ d  for the benefit of 
! t! fingers ill India, it i r  RS well to e x p l a i ~ ~  that rifj;;;W,:;l~) to 

tlie 1attt.r city is 1,583 rniles by rail from 
13011111.~y, the journcy occul~yini; 72 hours vici 
the stnndnrtl gauge or (ireat India Peninsula 
&iil~vay route, and a few 11o~lrs lrlore vid the  
narrow gauge, or Uornl~ay, I3,zroda and Central 
India system. The fare from Honibay is Hs. 

100, first class; and, as on all Indian railways, 
the second class fare is half that of first, and 
the third half that of second. Europeans do 



A pardox In not travcl thi~.tl class in Intlin, 1)nt one's native railway foree. 
servnnt dew, nnd therrforr t h r  inforlnntiorl is 

furnis1lc:tl 1l1.r~. I ? r o ~ l ~  C'i~lclittn, the clist:rnce! 
is 1,452 n~iles, and tile tilllo ot,cl~pietl in ninlring 
t,hc jourt~cy I)y the 1i1,zil t ra i~l  t$iii t 1 1 ~  E ~ s t  
Intlin Iti~ilw[iy is ICSS  tl1:111 G O  110111.s. the faro 
however, n11;l sin,nul:trly ci~o~tglr. i.; higllcr than 
that f l ~ m  Uot~~l~; ty ,  11citlg I:$. 120, first clilsq. 

mentq a3 tli.ti11gr1i41c~tl fionl I'e~llix\\,nr City, 
for thcrc! i.; no r~ccol~l~li(  ~ ( l a t  i t ) r ~  for 1iu~ol)enns 

Tho IIotcl and 
in tho City itself. 111 t l ~ e  ( . ' t in to~111~11t~,  1 1 0 ~ -  

Dhk Uullmluw. ever, one (.it11 i i l : ~ l i t !  ollesel f ui; c o ~  1 1  fr )~, t : i l  )lo as 

at any other 1udi:tn st:ition. l'llere is the  
regl~lnr U;ik Iicl~l;;.;~lom where olle c i i n  fiud 
the c~~stoinnry :ti:co~rlll~odatioili; of S ~ I C ~  

rest-l-io~~ses,--tlis~nnl ~.oon~s,  n liluitetl t)ill of 
fare, indiKerent ly cool~c~l  fociotl, nlltl-ill tllo ca.se 
of tlle l'eiliawirr ( x s i ; ~ l  l l i > l ~ ~ ~ ~ e ~ i t ,  -rl~illions of 
wasps on tho vc~~atid:tlt. It i*, Itowe\ vr, far 
superior to rnmly DAlr I!lli~;alous i n  1:~rger 
stations, and 11ntil recer~tly u i ~ s  tlir only place 

expalienc at which '' t ho  stmngchr u itllin t l ~ c  gates " 
e d B O I ~ ~ ~ P C O .  could find food and sllelter. Sllortly after 

the Tirah campaign, howevcr, ail hotel was 
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opened in an excellent location on t l ~ c  Alall 

by Mr. De lloz:~rio, and the average tittveller 
will find Inore comfort there than at  the D:ik 
Bungalow. It ii well matlagod, clean, awl 
sets a good t:~ble, : ~ t  tile rrasor~ahle incli~si\ e 

rate of 1:s. 5 or G per day. Tlie prol~rietor 
was hilnsclf up the k ' l l y l ~ c ~  ni th  the l'eshanar 
Column in 1897-98, ant1 ~~nders tands the 
country ant1 its 11eol)le Acc~ordingly, he makes 
arrang~rrients for tongas, tnm-turns. or otlier 
conveyances to carry one up to LuntIh Icotal, 
much better than t l ~ c  trar~sicnt \isitor and 
be e~pec ted  to arrange for hirnkelf. 

Here it should be again explainer1 that the pcrrlllsvion to 

Khyber is only open for ICl~afilu or other' "O1tt"e pR8E 

traffic on t x o  days of the week-Tues- 
day and Friday-in the cold weather, and 
one day a week during the hot weather. 
Even on those  day^ it may not be entered 
without R permit, which can be obtained upon 
application to tlie Political Oficer of the Khy- 
her at Pesl~awar. This permission is a very , n,,,,,,,, 

formal~ty necessary formality, and, though the task of 
procuring i t  will entail but small delay at  J'e- 
shawar, it would save inconvenience to make 
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tho neclessnry application hcforr 5t:~iting for 
the  Frontier ('ity. 

The lmmission once secu~tltl, t l ~ e  only ot l~er  
difficaulty lies in the choice of n cdollvrynnce ul, 
the Pass. 

, 1 1 1 ~  b e ~ t  r o h ~  A tonga is the moht rc~lial~lc nncl the  most 
(16 t o  t l n v ~ l  by 

convenient in every way, t h ~  arrangenients of 
dBks or relays of l~orses miitle hy the tong8 
contractor being very :rood, nll r !iillgi coriiitler- 
ed, ant1 enal)ling the traveller to schedule his 
trip with punctuality. 

'rntlga fares. 
Thr fare by tong& from Peshawar to Lundi 

Kotnl and back is 11s. 20. 
For a single ?eat in t l ~ c  cl,ik tonvt when 

available, or with some other pnbsengttr who 
may bc travelling up tlir Pass, is R.. 10 for 
t h ~  leturn journey. A 5  regards taking a single 
seat ticket, however, the return journey cannot 
be undertaken on such a tlcL et  ant1 on tlie 
finme day, as the regular dAk tonga leaves 
Lundi Kotal before the  upward bound toliga 
reaches there. 

The other farer by tonga are :- 
Rs. 

Peshhwar to  Jamrud and back entiro tonup .. 5 
,, ~ l n g l 0  seat 3 

Peshawar to Ali Musjid a1111 back e n t ~ r p  tonga ... 13 
I ,, singlo seat ,- 6 



A tonga nccornrrlotl;ttc~ four persons. includ- 
ing the driver; t l ~ n t  i z  to \'ry. t1lr.w lmsiengers. 

Trim-tnme and 
A turn-~UIII :iccolnlnodatth t tic s a ~ n c  number theil Jliro 

less colnforti~hly, and i. not to  he ~c~c~olrl~nendecl 
to so larqct n l)alty, tlroliol~ for a. i i~rclc passen- 
ger, nllo ~ n o y  c:ur to ( lo t.oirle of tlie d r i ~ i ~ i g  
liin~qelf, i t  t l l r ~ ~ - t n ~ l ~  is :L 1)1(>,1\nut vcliiclc to 
t r a ~ e l  irl, the I'o.11nnnr 11nc.l~ t~~i l~- t l i i i l  1)ei11~ 

~)wticul:~rly i:oo(l, tlie lior-PC; tno lwi11g I~nrcl, 
swift and surrl'uotetl. 111 1~1:1Lirrg tlic trip of 

"P 
the J':Iss, Iio\iever, t11c.y :Ile l)lullo to i l w t  ui th  
accidents : and, t l ~ o ~ i g l ~  they nie l~rcfcbral~le to 
tongis fur a i p i r ~  o t ~ t   long tiic ]eke1 to Jamrud 
and back, tile I I I O I P  ~ I I I I I ~ ) I U I I ' ,  C ' O , I \ ~ ~ J : I I I C ( ~  i~ to 
be recomruendrd for the trip to -1li J l l~ i j id  or 
Lundi Kotal. 

The fare l ~ y  turn-turn to T,un(li Kotnl is an Financial pre. 
cnr~tiuna t o  be 

indeter~nir~ate qunutily nntl has  to be br11.g;rined t a k ~ n .  

about belore starting. In  view of the fact that 
the  Pesliawar trim-t~un wallirl~ is one of the 
most irrespollsi1)ly un.;crrlpulous ruff. 'tins .' un- 
hung, it is well for the strttnger to allou the 
hotel manager or the D6k 13tmjialow bahoo to 
make the neceqsnry financial nrrangments. 
At any rate, the proper fare is frorn Hs. 15 to 
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Rs. 20 for tho rounri tr ip ; though n native 
can re t  it done for less. 

Since tbese pages were set up in type it 
s&ms that the DBk Hung~low a t  Lundi Kotrtl 
has been closed. On November 17th an oE- 

cia1 notification was ;&ed.'in ' connection with 

;a the rimnitg~ment of the Khyber, wherein it 
was set forth that :- 

P e r s o n ~  wishing to  visit- the  Khyber & ~ x s  must first 
obtain writton passes from t h e  Political Officer in t h e  
Khyber, or, i n  his absence, from the  Commissioner or t h e  
Offlcer Commltnding t h e  Khyber Force nt Lundi KotnI, 
or t h e  Officer Commanding t h e  Khyber IZifles a t  Jamrud.  
Visitors a re  able to proceed as f a r  as Lundi Xotnl and 
return the  same day by tonga with three hours s tay 
allowed a t  Lundi Kotal, but no accommodation Is 
available there. 

.- 
from Peshawar, he can easily asce~tain exactly 
what he will require for the excursion on what- 
ever day he inakes it ; for, sometimes, certain 
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A tongn accomrnocla t c h  four persons, inclu(1- 

_ .im the drivcr ; that is to ~ v ,  t1irc.c passengers. 

hotel manager or the U i k  Kungalow baboo to 
make the necessary financial nrrangrnents. 

At any rate, tlie proper fare is from Its. 15 to 
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Its. 20 for tho round trip; though a  native 
can get i t  done for less. 

The drive by tumtum to Ali Illusjid and back 
H I I O U I ~  cost fro111 Rs. 10 to Iis. 15, and  to 
J a n ~ r u d  from Ry. 2 to Its. 3. 

F I I T ~ R  to 0 t h ~ ~  1'110 drive to Jamrwl can also be done by 
~' lncas  hf i n t ~ r .  
eatill tllo hql). pll~t011 for fiol~l I l s .  :l to Its. 5 for t l ~ e  return 

jo111.ney. 'l'lic 1'eslr;irvor l~nclr l)tr:ctoris, how- 
ever, are not as good, class for cl:lss, as the 
PesLavar 1i:~ck t111 I I  -'l ulus. 

Tlmesched~llo If on0 O I J ~ Y  (1~qil .e~ to see tIrt? Pass itself, 
of n t r lp tu  Lulldl 
KOLI. uue c t ~ n  l v n ~ o  I't.rl~awar :it 7 o'calock in the 

niolnilig, reach 1,lulJi Tiotnl a t  noon, leave 
there at 3 in tlie tiftcrnoon, nncl Ijo 1)nclt in I'e- 
s1i:twnr 1)y 6-30 or 7 o ' c l ~ ~ c l ~ - - j r ~  ample t i ~ n e  
for a good hat11 and a w:i~,li before d i i ~ n ~ r .  

'l'ltere is a U,ilr N~~ngalow in the fortified 
se~.cii a t  Luncli 1iot:ll where one c:in put up 
for lunch ; but it rnust be bo~*ne in mint1 that 
no cook or s e r ~ a n t  are lrept there ; the travel- 
ler has to p~ovide these llirliself as  wcll as 
whatever food he  requires. 1'1ior to starting 
frorn Peshawar, he can easily ascertain exactly 
what he will require for tho excursiorl on what- 
ever day he makes it ; for, sometimes, certain 



30 THE KIIYUER PASS [ C'SIAI'. 111 

stores and conveniences Inny be procured in 
the bazar or coffee sllop at Lundi Kotal, wllich 
at other times cnn only he got from Peshawar. 

D~sndvarlta~:ea 
" When duty calls " one cannot he n cllooser "1 tr .1rul l l11~  111 

h u t  wonthe1 . 
of seasons wherein to travel up or down the 
Khyber; but, when it  is the intention of the 
traveller to visit the place for the simple gra- 
tification of a desire to look at it, it i d  well to 
warn him that tlie game is not worth the can- 
dle during the hot weather, and, if any real 
enjoyment is to be got out of the expuition, i t  
should only be attemped sometime between the 
1st October and the middle of Jlnrcli. FVlien Cnlao3 at tlie 

intense hc.kt,. 
i t  gets warn1 in the Khyber, i t  gets fright- 
fully hot indeed, for the rocks absorb the heat 
of the sun by day and exliale i t  by night, so 
that tlie place is never cool. Even tlie hardy 
Afghan traders succunlb to the heat. This 
despatch, dated August 9th, 1809, will give a 
fair idea regarding what happens during a hot 
spell, and may act as a sort of deterrent by con- 
vincing people that summer travel in the Khy- 
her has no element of amusement about i t  :- 

" The heat in the Khyber recently has been , ~ ~ ~ ' $ " , f : y " ~  
very intense. A short time ago a man belong- 



ing to :I c,ara\an (lied of l ~ c ~ n t  al)ol)lcxy a t  La1 
Hag. Two clays Iatrr n trn\c.ll(,r on s road 
lleikr J n ~ n r ~ i d  and a coolie ernploycd by the 
I'ill)lic 1Vol.k~ Department betmeen Jarrirud 
:ii~d Ali AIi~hjid died from the same cause. T)I~-  
ring the s:me week a rnan and a wolnnn ac- 
cornpsnyi~lg s caravan died of heat apoplexy 
on tlir roacl near 1,undi Kotnl. Yet an- 
other rnnn was taken ill and died from apop- 
lexy tltuing t l ~ r  night ill tlie Lundi Kotal 
1Iospit:tl. Siuce these deaths nrrang~ments  
Ilnre bren made to srnd a mule load of ice or 
water witil  every caravan. j 8 8 6 0 

This brochure only aspires to treat of the  
British section of the Khyber ; hut, as some 

~ h c  rand from people are under the impression that the entire 
.ho Kot;tl to 
Kabul. road to Kabul is througl~ the Khyber Pass, 

a list of the  marches beyond lluudi Kotal is 
here given. On days that the Pass is open for 
I<hujila traffic a tourist can, as stitted above, 
proceed by tonga or turn-turn from Peshawar to 
Lundi Kotal, tiffin a t  the Diik Hungalow in the 
latter fort and return to the Frontier City in 
ainplc time for dinner, the journey up taking 
l r s s  than five hours and the down trip not 
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more than four. Beyond 1,undi Kotnl, liow- 
ever, travelling is slow and d i f f i c r l l  t, bcc:tuse 

lt~norary of 
one has to c n t r y  one's owl1 tent, l ) i o ~ i s i o n r ,  etc. t~luruuto.  

The n ~ ~ r c l l e s  given \)elow ara b 6  l(i11g'q JI:L~.cIIcs'' 
so-called, and. in rriost cases t l ~ c  ordinary tra- 
veller will c o ~ e r  at least two of theill i n  rt tiny. 
Luridi liutal to Tor I(11arn is less t l ~ n n  llalf a 

march, and is only notetl on tlre i t inein~y,  be- 
cause a t  tlint poiut t l l e  traveller l c n ~ e r  hi8 

escort of lily l)or Rifles behind ant1 is take11 in 
charge by Afgllan gum (1s or ~ ~ / L ~ L s s ~ ~ & Y ~ .  

The route is as f~)llows:- 

1ior:~r;:  I:I~OJI I 1 ~ s r r ~ n . a ~ t  TO I<AIIL'I,, 
-. -- .- - 

Dmcription of Route. 

Peehawnr 

Jamrud 

All lfusjid 

Lundf Kotal 

Tor Xham 

Dakka ... 
Basawal 

Char Deh 

... / 9 ( Erccllo~lt  love1 road throughout. 

... 1 46 1 Down liill ; stony road Camp on 

I 
1 Kabul Rivor bank or in Semi. 

... 

... 

. . . 

.., 66 Fair rood. No steep inclinus. 

,.. / 11 / Ditto ditto. 

21 I Fair road ; stcepgmdea in places. 

I Boo dosc~.iption of Khyber. 

80 Ditto ditto. 

38 1 DilW ditto. 



i Sf1 

1c0 

l i ?  

1,2 
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It is net?tlless to stnt~.  tllat tlle j o r ~ l , ~ ~ r ~ y  to 
. t l rr  ilfgllar~ c.;lliit;ll C * ; I T I I I O ~  1~ I I I ; I ( I ( ~  ill (';iNY an ca-1 

tril,.  
l)ic.~lic Sasl~ioll iilic tllnt U J J  t l ~ c  I C l ; ~ . l ) c ~ r .  to 1,1111- 

ili K ~ t i ~ l .  It is a I I I : L ~ ~ ( J ~  t11:~t ~ , (> ( j t~ i~ . e s  1011g in- 
tcrilationnl corrc:l~c;~itlc I I L ' ~ .  T11v i1111ir l~t ts  to 

extent1 l~ r in i s s ion  to  t 1 1 ~  fi)l.c>ii:ilt~r to txl;tr>;. llis 
t lo ln i~~ioi~s .  \vllil(l tilt. Ilri t isll  (,ic,\~rrnl~lcnt lins 

t o  secure solrlr gu ; l~n r~ tc~c  S~o~rr  f l ~ c  A~ii ir  t h y t  
i t s  sul!jec.t will I i ( '  ::llo\\.etl to clc.li:lrt :~g:lil~ \\it11 

n whole slcin. 1!j, t l i~ '  t ime all t l l c ~ ~ c ~  11rclillli- 
n:~ries 11;~ve 1,(21.n n r inugr .~~ ,  t ~ i c :  tl'h,(b~~cr 11:~s 
g e r l r l ~ ~ l l y  lti~tl nnil,!c~ tilr~c, 1 o I(.:II.II for 11it11srlf 

I ~ ~ ~ l l i ~ l l r l , ~ , l ~  ,.L ex-:ic.tly 1v11;~t \ r i l l  bv l ~ i s  rc.rll~irc~~uc~i~t.; u ~ r  t , l ~ r  , l , l i , . c~ l  f l , l .  

I l l :Livli tll l,i,lj,ll 
j o ~ i ~ n e ~ .  111 :i g ~ , ~ , ~ ~ . ~ ~ l  \\-ax it, I I ! : I ~  stt:t~.~cl, 

tllnt 11c 1r1u:;l l)l.octll.cl t111.t~ I N , I I ~ ~ Y ,  or  ~llalcxr,- 
OJle sol' his t('i,t, or!c> f i ) ~  tllc tn.0 ! / ~ l / ~ t ~ ~ l ~ ~ i l ~ ,  

or l)ac'l< trunl<.~, in  wliicl~ 11is clotlli~lg ii1111 otlier 
ef-frcts tire c ; ~ l i  ivtl, nil11 one for his l)i~o~isions- 
oil, l au l l )~ ,  cooiiing ~utenails, ~ t c .  111 ntltlition 

to t l~cse ,  1 1 t h  %ill rc~c~11i1.c ;L couple of horws or 

pol~ies-- ono enell 1ii11;sc.lf a ~ ~ t l  :c,r\-:~ilt. \Vit11 
these he l)roct:c.tls u p  t lit* I i l ~ y l ~ c r  to Tor Ii11;1111 

in the oi~c1in:u.y 1ii1y! : ~ n d  is n ~ r t  a t  tlie latter 

111:tce 1)y :In c ~ o 1 . t  of fi.oni lmlf :i tlozeil to 
luindrecl s o ~ c u j o ,  01. ~ilouni-ed trool)s, v.ho l~ave 



1)ee11 ( l o s p ~ ~ t r l t o ~ l  t l ~ i t l~ ( s r  f t . o~n  J:~l:\Ial)a(l Iy 
t l l ~  A~~i i t , ' s  o~~lt>r ,q.  'l'11(3 : , t r t ~ ~ ~ g t l t  of t 1 1 ~  C ~ S C ~ I I , ~ ,  

(;.~t,~in;: ' I l c  tltx1fi'1l(1~ c ~ l i t i ~ ~ ~ l y  111)ol' t ! l t ~  (l:l(‘c'ln i l l  \\,llic.l1 
*tlr.lrgtil of i l l ,  

I ,,.i.,,l.t 
I I !  s I I I .  111 i~(l(lit ioll  

to tllis. t l ~ l  iItkli:111 r111c~r wi l l  l~ro!>:~ltly s(>r1(1 
tlon.11 s c r v a ~ ~ t s ,  t rn~ is ;~or l  a ~ ~ i ~ n ; ~ l s ,  l ) r o ~ i s i o ~ l s ,  

c:tc., ctc., to nl:y o~ t1 in :~ r i ly  fit\ c ~ c h c l  :;~~clst of 11is 

go\.or11111~1it ; 1)1~ t  it. is ~ 1 1  f\)r tlb1> t ~ : ~ \ e l i t > i ,  

to carry 11is I]\\ I1 s!ll)l)ly 0s  o i l l l l ~ l ~ l ' ~  slOr(~?,-- 

~ : L I I I S ,  l~irlcl(v.. t i1111(~11 t~~tl:~t:d. 11tca.. f'oi. I L P  i4all 

1t11y no t l~ i l lg  I I I I ~  I ~ ~ . c ~ : i t l ,  cliicl;c>~j, ;111tl 11i1ttto11 

nloll:,. llis iiiit~ of ~a :~ t , r i l .  1Zttotlic~l~ t ltiilg to 
I>(>;:I, i n  I I I ~ I I ~ I  i . ~  t l ~ t k  r : ~ i , i  L11;;t ! ! I O I I ~ ! I  i 1 1 r ~  A I ~ I ~ I .  

IIOIY controls :I. ;;)ir i f  tliitii;t.!~y nf- 7;:11)1~1 \ v l ~ c ~ r c ~  

tltey 1,1.01luc,c~ t!itt r ~ i o i l  Ic~rr~i l~!c~ I , I I I ~ I  i t 1  i l l 1  

crei~tiuii ,  llr\'v~.tl~c.!i~: >: I ! ( .  i-. a g~rotl J I a l ~ c  1 1 1 -  

I I I ~ I ~ ~ L I I  i n  otllc~r : t  :~trtl t10c.s   lot, 

1)ttrvyy l i i <  ~ I I I J G ~ : ;  \ \ t i ;  1 1  l)tl(,iq (11,  \< l ~ ; ; : ! < t ~ ~ .  SO- 
.< ])> i v : t i< ,  ~ ( I ~ I .  1 I I ~ Y  o f  si~irilq bo(1.y t l t t i t   sally l ~ t ~ ( ~ c l \  ~ , \ . 1 1 ; - ! > #  jr ~ ! i , ~ \ ! i t  t 17 ('I'o>,~F 

< I C c ~ h b . t ~ . ) - .  

tll(: Afgllan f ' ~ . o ~ ~ t i t , ~ ,  ~ \ . i t l 1 0 1 , :  : , I>  : I ( ! ( , I ~ I I ; I ~ I ,  S L I ~ ; ] ) ; ~ .  

Allot l~c~r s n g g t ~ s t i o ~ ~  to 11t:,!;c~ is i n  t l ~ c b  r ~ ! ; i t t r ~ .  

of ;~jr;itchtl \ ~ : i t c ~ ~ . .  I t  \\.tiilitl i ~ c ~ c i n i i ~ c ~  :I C ~ O Z ~ ~ I I  

1)ouies to  c;:l,i.y ;L ,illfljt~ic~llc.y of' sot!:!-\\ :ti ('1' L)L. 
f111y ont3 t11i1t V:~IYII for S I I ~  11 :L ! I I .YI I I .~ .  ' l ' l 1 1 ~ 1 ' 1 ~  nr(> 
t l l i l l g w ~ l l ~ ~ t l  (' S~,nl.l<lc*ts," l low-r \ . t~r- t~:~ l thu!~ '~  



36 THE KEIPBER PASS [ CIIAP. I11 

of liquid carbonic g a s ,  with a special sort of 

bottle wherein they are broken anti inrpr~gnate 
The v z l l l ~  the  water contained therein with carbonic acid SpnrklLts 

gas; in other words, cnr1)onntc the  water. 
With two such sl)eci:il bottles that only cost n 

couple of rupees apiece at  the Stores, anti n 
couple of boxes of tlie "Sparklets," one can 
carry the equivalent of a hundred rlozen bottles 
of sodit-water in the same space as a till of 
kerosine. 

This disposes of the  routc of t k  Kllyher. ,,,yZ;;,t;;zl,; ' , 
I ts  contour-the physical fratures of the 
con8try through which it is carried-mny be 
far more briefly described. The hills that wall 
i t  in on either side, rise up frorn 2,000 lo  nearly 
7,006 feet, nro destitute of a11 verdure save 
scrubby patches of desert brush, wilh an occa- 
sional shrivelled looking thorn trce and perhaps 
a bunch of coarse grass sprouting here and there 
in  the shelter. From the loftier ridges of 
Aspoghar, Tor Sappar, and similar elevations, 

splendid views of tlle surrounding country are 

obtainable. lprom such points of vantage the poi,,tB of vs,, 
tnggc,for bi.ide- I 

Pass itself rnay be traced like a yellow-brown VICRrY. 

ribbon winding ill snaky curves from the broad 
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plains of Pcshnwnr tr, t h r  narrow onm of Jnlnl- 

abatf in Afghanistan, nit11 tllc hrond fitream 
of the Knhul River swreling boldly from ncst  
to east nncl then curving nwny to tho north- 
wnrtl. F'roxn Aspoghar n splendicl aspect of 

the Pass itself and the numerous ruined villages 
nlong the road from Gurgurra townrtls T,undi 
Kotnl mny be hatl, as also a fair gliml)sc of 
Jlundi Kotal itself. From Tor Snppar the view 
is even better, esprcially that of Afghanistan. 

(tcnlogicnl f o p  
r,,,,ti,n of the Tlie forlnation of all the hills is principally 
11111s. shnle and clay slato, with great outcrops of 

mica, schist iu plleccs-black mica that gtoams 
in tho distance and givos tho otitcrops tlie 
the appearance of being covered with water in 
8 region where all is arid and d ~ y .  'l'liere is 
also any amount of gneiss with a, little l i m n  
stone. The t hales are forrugi~ious, arid bands 

of quartz streak the slialos and igneous rocks. 
The n~icit schist forrns tlie most distinctive 
rock Eeature, however, for it1 t l ~ e  places it just 
from the mountain sides, i t  shines in the sun 

, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , " , " l w k h s  though wet wi th  r ~ i n  or spring water and 
the ptttches of it are visible from great dis- 

L%nces--in certain lights, for Inany miles 
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Save in the sllort S ~ I C ~ C ~ ~ C *  I>(,low and atwve Ali 
Muqjid, and near tlicl T,nndi Kotal rcscrvoir~, 
there is no water of any ~ o r t  during the dry 
senson. IVlrcre \viiter obtt~inr onci l r~ay firrtl 
cresses nn 1 sirnilnr growtltr in nl)untlnnc~e, anti 
also mniilen?lair and other fill-ns. The xnniclcn- 

sp,r.a,,o,n 
hair grows as luxuriantly in sucll placcls as i t  v c b . ~ t n t l l ~ l l  

does i n  the Ilimalayas, or in Califo~l~in or 
I<illnrney. Rough gm5scs also sprout 1111 

between tlie roc.1;~ in the  n l ~ l l n h s  or gu:cl~es ; 
and in the nrnl>le plnins, a l l i c l~  arc &ulti\i~tetl 
with pr i rni t i~e  plows made of I)ent ~ t i c l ~ i  
with iron-sltod l)oints, n l l  celc.i:ls Fecxlri to 
f l ~ t l ~ i s l r ,  d e ~ p i t c  tile fact tlint r t ~ o ~ t  of' tltc 
fi .Ids arc co\ c ~ r d  nit11 small rcelis lilir i i ~ i l w  ny 

t):tllast. A certain nurnber of hl~ecl), goats, ant1 
cattle filit l  \nfficient l)asturagc, ill the 11ills to  
Jteep tl~caln from stnrcing ; but ~ I I C  Kltyber i~ 

no grazing conntry. 



Somc poitlts of ilitcrcst ;&bout 1in11tli 1 l o t ~ I  --Tor SILK 
I)"', Suffulli IIill untl  Pis;;:tl~- S l ~ i l ~ w m ~ i  villnges- -l<uc!. 
tihist r c r ~ ~ i ~ i l l s  -Arrival of n Lhi~j!la-iin interesting 
spcclnclc. 

Without I~aving a\ inany points of interest 
as Itolnr, Paris, Ilondon or any of t110~tl o t l~cr  
ci.11trcs of univcbr vil irnl)ol txnce, 1,nncli Kotnl 

is riot a ~ I R C P  that call I)(. itudiotl and known 
in  t l~ r  q)aceof  t t b o  or tllree 110tirs ,IS sugqcs>ted 

KO grir11~11r i 
%y KILCLO n t l l ~  tiine wllcdulr gi \cn in the l ~ s t  ~11:ll)ter. 

Tile ser-riis of course are mere rectangular 
enclosures and need not be biiited to 1)r 
co~nprelicntlccl ; but, to r~ac l l  n 1)loper under- 
st:~ntling of the l)l,bcc :~ncl itd way<, oile uld 
remain t 'tle~e a day or t n o  ;it leabt. Tl~ere  is, 
for instance, a finc tralk. nortllwaldr, to Tor 
Sappar, whence a aplcrldid biew of the snow- 

tiewn frolntfle capped spurs of the Hindu Kuvh inouiltains 11111a 

may be seen, and the Icabul l i i ~ t r  ~titlding 
down past Dakku, and t l ~ e  more distant plains 
of Jallalabad. Anotlier \cry good view of the  
Afghan plains and iuoulltain ranges may be 
had from the sulnnlit of Sufl'olk llill, o\erloob- 



ing T,nndi Kot:tl, ul) which thereis now nn 
excellent if S O I ~ ~ C W ~ I : L ~  I I I I ) C ~ ~ U O I I S  roadway, 
w11icl.i was grndcd and cut through the rock 
of the hill at the tirne it was intended to 
fortify the elevation in qt~estion. I t  is an easy 

&f<lllllt Pi\gll, 
nnd pleasant walk from the serni, whencc thc nlld t h o  W ~ ~ L I  

t111ks. 
summit lriay be reached in less than an hour. 

I 
Mount Pisgnh, also overlooking the fort and 
Tor Kham, is another 1)leasant and easy walk ; 
and then one ought to go down and see the 
water tsnlrs, wherein the main supBy for the 
fort is stored. 

The Shinwnri villages back of the fort are 
very picturesque, especially in the spring when T ~ C  bhinadl~ 

villngos 
the fields wherein they are situate are elne- 
rald green, and the dead red-brown of the 
surrounding hills is softened by odd scraps of 
verdure-mere scrub and thorn, no doubt, but 
still a pleasing change from the usual and 
inexorable neutrality of rock color. Their 
charm vanishes an too close on inspection ; for 
their inhabitants are not tidy people, and half DO not C O I I ~ L  

lnspcction 
the children one sees playing about are suffer- 
ing Goul sore-eyes, ring-worm, and other 
visibly unpleasant complaints. I t  rnay be 



stated for their part thnt the  Shinwaris by not 
court close insl~ection ; in fact, they tfo not like 
strangers to enter their villitges under any cir- 
cumstances. 

Other points of interest are the  remains of 
the Budtlilist wall--eiider~tl,y s frontier defence 

points of ~)re-C:llristian times,-which crests the  Itill 
oi intoreat. above, beyond, and to the  west of the  water 

tanks, Sorrie relrlains of an old ternple also 
exists in t l ~ i s  1oc:tlity. The site of the ciestroy- 
ed Afridi villages lower clown the I'Rss-'~!~~ 
! f1t .oj l~ f ' l i i t ,  so to speak-might a150 be looked 
over ; and one might possibly have a chance of 
inspecting the Bori Pass-a narrow but pic- 
turesqtlc defile leading over into the  Bazar 
Valley from a point ahout four miles south- 
west of the fort. It is dangerous, however, for 
any but an armed party to make excursions to 
any of the points of interest not directly on the 
Pass itself. 

Xrrival of a For one who has never witnessed such a 
Khafila. 

spectacle, i t  will be found most entertnining 
to watch the arrival of a IL'l~afilu in the s e ~ u i  
on a Monday or Thursday evening, and to 
note how these strange merchants from Kabul, 
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Bokhara, and even from far Tibet, encamp and 
rest themselves for the night before making 
the last stage of their journey down the Pass 
on the morrow rnorning. The charm of the 

Tilo cnmov 
picture wears off after a while ; but, on first ;;ds their bul- 

view, it is really delightful to watcli tho Line- 
toscopic picture presented by this army of traders 
and their folloicer~. T l i e r ~  are tlic hundreds of 
slow, undulant, slobbery-lipped c~ta~els,  stalk- 
ing along sedately with great bulgingeets f ~ i l l  

of pomegranates frorn Kabul, or bales of 
silver and golden tl~readn and sequins, or preci- 
ous sillrs and rich embroideries from Bolrhara 
and tho looms of Turkistan ; then there are 
laden mules, and oxen, and ponies, and donkeys 
of d l  sizes and breeds; then also there are 
the hardy and dirty carnel-drivers-the Oont- 

Fill~ng thell' 
wtrllnhs--that unload their grunting charges of tlurncrouu st,,q 

macs. 
their bulky burdens on the sands of the serui, 
and then lead them-still grunting ancl groan- 
ing and bubbling in that nasty way that only 
calnels can-to the steep sided tank near by- 
adjacent to the graveyard in fact-where they 
skate about on the slippery bank, and stumble 
,r~ost awkwardly, ere they leisurely but noisily 
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l~roceed to fill their numerous stomachs with 
water. TVith tllese are comniingletl women in 
l ~ w d ( i l ~ ,  nlercl~ant;~' a~si.stants, scltllaurag~ and 
ndvcnturt\rs, and children of every age, all 

A mot,oy variously attired i n  the l)ic.turesqu~ rags that 
gathcr~~ly serve as clotl~es in  every X ~ L O W I ,  like[ and clan 

beta een Hokllnrn and Prshawnr. They bicker 
with each otl~er,  shriek and occasionnlly hoot 
like owls, till the  sun goes down, and their 
f r n p l  mc:~ls nre fi~lislletl ; ant1 then they lie 
down by their t l .ensures ,~~i t l~  the  earth as their 
bed a i d  the sky as their counterl)ane, and 

Their couch 
sleep until rrmjbc an hour or two befuse the 

and colllltor. dawn, wllen they ri?e to l,ncl< and prepare for ~~~~. 
the  thirty-mile march down the Khyber. 

It solznds oriental, of a truth, and it is oriental ; 
but if you want to know what Khyhcr l ~ l ~ c ~ j i l u s  
really mean, you mud bc a t  Al i  Jlusj id about 
noon timeon a Friday, wlwn the Afghan-bound 
and the Indian-bound cnra\anu rrleet and pass. 
Watch them there for say thrtlt? hours at a 
stretch, ant1 in n month or so yon will have 
seen enough of Kl~r@'ltrs to Inst you for ever 
and for ever. 
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CHAPTER V 

The tribos of tho Khyber-Guod bcharionr of the 

Sllinwaris-Lnwlcss habits of t i lo  Z~lkltn Khcls-Some 

il~cidents of their I~istury-T11c Bfalikdin~ -'ri~rir byogo~~e 

greatness,--The Kltkkis, Karnrais, Iim~lbars arul  Si1~;tIls. 

With the esception of the Slliuwnris, who 
have always been a well behaved lot, the 
Khgber tribes are p~incil~ally composed of 
ruffianly characters, who, Ilowerer, n B  hardy p$;$,food fol 

and brave, and make excellent qoldiers when 
properly drilled and disciplined. Tliese 
Ghinwaris are the only tribesmen whose 
villages along the Pass were left standing 
after the re-taking of the Khyber by General 
Harnmond in the winter of 1897-08 ; arid, on A of 

sixty b~llngos. 
the plateau around and about Lundi Kotal, 
they have about sixty of those walled villages 
of the country, duly protected by towers. 
Distributed among these villages are over 860 

fighting men. These helped General Ham- 
rnond's force to picket the upper section of the 
Khyber when he entered the Pass in December 
1897. Like all the hillmen, they are of splendid Physical cha 

rncterirtica of 
physique, being tall and raw-boned with the 0hinwnris. 
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i~rlmense feet and bands an({ rnther :L ,Jcmi~h 
type of countenance. Some of the inen are 
considerably over six feet in height, a n d ,  ns  n 

race, they are decidedly good loolcing. 

Descending the Pass, the next tribe we 
come to is the Zakka Khels, the Pnkhni sec- 
tion of which ownod about fifty of the fortified 
villages in the vicinity of the road that were des- 
troyed by the British during the spring of 189'7. 

The trouble- The Zakkns are the Afridis who have given our 
rullle Zakkas. 

troops, and everybody else who ever liad any- 
thing to do with thern, more trouble than all 
the  other Khels put together. Their reputa- 
tion for evil was as thoroughly established over 
thirty years ago as i t  is to-day. Writing offici- 
ally thereon in 1864, Major James-one of the  
ablest officers ever in charge of the Peuhanrar 
Division-observed inte?. nlia : " In no instance 
are the  wild and lawless habits of the Afridi race 
so fully illustrated as in the Zakka Khel. * 
* * * Cultivating but little, despising the  
trade in firewood, which is the chief means of 
subsistence in winter to most of the  other 

The virtue 
admired by tribes, they depend wholly upon plunder. 
maidens. 

Expertness in thieving is the sole characteristic 
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which leads to distinction among~t  them, 
and is a virtue which maidens seek in their 
future husbands, and mothers fondly look 
tb  for their new born babes. Every male 
child is consecrated, as it were, at  his birth 
to crime. A hole is dug in the wnll simi- 

Ilopct,,l 
lar to those made by burglars, and the infant { >cct,a far lnalo 

nfanta. 
is passed backwards and forwards through it  
with the words ' Ghl11 S l ~ a l ~ ,  G11,al Shuh, Ghal 
Shtch !'-' Be a thief, be a thief, be% thief ! ' 

* * * Their want of faith is so 

notorious that their oath8 are not considered 
security even in Afridi Jirgas (Coun, 

cils), which require from them hostages when 
i t  is necessary to enter into engagements with 
them." Further on, Major James explains how 
these pious worthies, being without a riarat, 
or place of pilgrimage within their own borders, a :2,0,,":.O make 

seized the first worshipful . subject that came 
in their way. " He was skiin ; the stones were 
heaped on him, and a few days after the Zakka 

Khel were proudly paying their devotions a t  
the grave of their own Pir." 

The district wherein the Zakka villages lined 
the Pass before their destruction lay between 
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The golluine the point marked Gurgurra on the outline 
l u c n l l t ~  of tho 
Klly bor. map and the Kanda Ravine, about a mile 

below ~ & d i  I<otal. Among tlie residents 
of this section of the country the tract 
lying between these two points is alone known 
as the Khyber, though the entire l'ass, and the 
ranges of hills surrounding it, are by us 
erroneously termed the Khyber. 

The Mt~likdins, who conie next on the Pass, 
are not so powerful in the Khyber as they are 
in Tirall, and they are not such rogues as the 

N d i r  rqhnl18s Zakkas. Formerly they were t l ~ e  premier 
2$pe~,$" Afridi tribe, and, in the days when the  Afd i s ,  

with the Orakzais, repulsed the army of the 
conqLleror, Nadir Shah, from 1,undi Icotal, i t  was 
a Malikdin Chief, Dariya Khan, who interviewed 
the Persian King when he subsequently entered 
the Bazar Valley, idtending to punish the hill 
men." When the eonqneror saw the Malikdin 
delegate chewing the root of a mazzarai, or 
dwarf palm, in default of better provision, and 
learned that the hill men could live and fatten 

* It was an Orakzai Chief who guided the  army of the 
conqueror to Poshewclr, wid Tireh and tho Bazar Valloy. 
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on sucll simple diet, he felt confident that no 
good could come of conquering such people, so 
lle took his army away. To this day nearly 811 

Afrldis onjoy 
the Afridi tribes seem to enjoy the hardships of poverty. 

poverty ant1 to live lives of the utmost frugality. 

The Kulrki Khels are mostly a bed lot, and 
are llarhourers of thieves and murderers. They 
are very well er~ned ; have supplied excellent 
soldiers to our native army. Considering the 

Excollstit food 
total strength of the I<?~sl, it has suj3plied an for Lwatder. 

k extraordinary number of officers to our native 
regiments, and many of these have achieved 
considerable distinction in the service. 'rhough 
the Knrnrai, Khamber, and Sipah Khels have 
each a small section of the Pass to look after, and 
are expected to protect the telegraph lines, etc., 
along the same, none of these clans own land 
directly abutting on the Khyber. The Kam- 

The amallear 
raia enjoy the distinction of being the smallest, Khel. 

Afridi Khel. They inhabit the Bara Valley, 
and are a comparatively peaceful and well dis- 
posed lot. The Kllambers are a very powerful 
tribe and fairly well behaved. Moreover, they 
have furnished the Khyber Rifles, as well as 
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the cavalry and infantry of the native army 
with numbers of excellent soldiers. They also 
inhabit the Sara Valley us well as the Maidan 
of Tirah and Plain, the Kajura, west of Rara 
Fort. The Sipnhr liave the same haunts, eave 
that they do not extend into tlie Tirah coun- 
try. Their cave dwellings, which they occupy 

Respectable during the wiilter months, extend for a length 
reputation of 
the Yipahs. of five rniles up the Kajurtt Valley. They bear 

perhaps tho best reputation for good behaviour 
of 811 the Afridi tribes, and h ~ v e  also an excel- 
lent name for bravery. Singularly enough, 
however, few, if any, of them take service in 
our army. This is probably because their lands 
in t l ~ e  Hara Vallcy supply them with all the re- 
quirements. That t h ~ y  comfort tllelnselves with 
a certain amount of decenoy and self-restraint 
rnay be inferred from the fact that only one 
of their Jltclilis or headmen have been killed 
since 1878. The Kamrais, with only 500 or 
600 fighting men, have had four of their dIc(li7cs 
slain within the same period, while three 
headmen of the Khambers were murdered 
between 1880 and 1889. 

With regard to the. foregoing, the following 
commentary on the Kl~yber Afridis that 
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hppearfil in the last published official Gazetteer of 
the Peshawar District-1883-84-will he fonnd 
interesting. I t  sl~ould he remernberecl, when 
reading remarlis cmtnl)iled by the then Com- 
missioner, that they weye written thirteen years 
before the Tiral~ iising of 1897, wlien the Pass 
had been but five years under the direct control 
of the British ILclj, and years before tlie sak;lgt. 
jezailcltis, bho tl~eri gnnrcled I<ht~iiltrs, had been 
develolwd into t he  serviceable body of irregu- 

R 
lars, who-being armed with Sniders and de- 
cently clad in Kl~tcki-real)etl a sl~lendid harvest 
of L). S. 0 's  in the Blnclc Alolultail~ Expeditions 
of 1888 ~nc1 1801. Things liave changed since 
those days, of course ; but tllc 'estimate of tlie 
Afridi character then and there officially set 
forth in the G ~ c x e t f e c ~  will apply as well to the  
present as i t  did to the former decade. 

This is what the Gctzeftrer says :- 
" The IChyher Afridir and the Aka Khel differ 

from nll the other clans, surrounding the 
Peshawar district, in this respect, that during 
the hot weather they retire to the cool high- te;;m;y qiar, tho 
lands on tlle easteni slopes of the Sufaid Koh, a r b e r  *f r ih*  I 
where in the plateau known as Tirah they 



occupy extensive settlements. I n  tho winter 
they descend to the lli11s nntl vt~lleys on the 
i~nmediato border froin JLLI I I~UI~  to tlie Kollnt 
Puss ; cultivating whnt little aral~le land tliere 
is ; engaging as tetinntv with the Zccrni?~tEars 
of I'eshnwi~r ; p.tsturing t l~c i r  flocks on the 
lower hill3 ant1 grassy plains a t  tlleir foot; 
and carrying on ;L large trade with the I'c~shit\vnr 
district in firewood, cllarcoi~l, grais, inntv and 
ropes ll~aclc of tlle leaf of thc ( Iw~~r f l~aIn i .  
The 1 ~ w 1 ~ a n e n t  I~:~I~jtations of tlie lC11jljer Afii- 
dis n1i.I Aka lillcl, with it few exc(q)tionlr, are 
in t l ~ e  IJpprr I3ara Volley r z r ~ c l  Tiral~ uiitl in 

Nmads a t  
heart. t!lcir vi.;it., to the lo\l:cxr kills tlrlrillg winter 

they lire ljrnctieally tho liSc of no~natis. 

" Cornmencinji wit11 ti!? lihy!>cr A f t i d i ~ ,  i t  
will be conrenient to rlotc tll:~t tiley aye divided 
into the follou~ing clans : tlu? Jittki T(he1, the 
Q ~ m b n r  Klicl, tlic JI:~lil< li!~ h'lic.1, Sep,zll 
Kamrai, arid Ille %nkll:t I(1~rl. Onr carliest< 
contact urith tlleun occurrctl in  t l ~c  course of 
the  first Afgl~an mar, clurin;; whic11 tiicy fully nola ~ ~ r i  frrie. 

ley8 robbol.8, sustaintad their ancient c11:irncti~r of hold ant1 

faitll!ess  robber^, excellent fiqi~ting inen in a 
guerilla war, but i n c ~ t p ~ h l e  of ally l~c~rmrlnent 
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combination, or of resisting the passage of a 
well-handled body of troops. After the annexa- 
tion of the Punjab up to the commencerncnt 
of the second Afghan war, our relations with 

Theso 
the Khyber Afridis were of a more or less E;r$.r8 boforo 

friendly character. There was never any per- 
manent rupture with the Afridis, nor, on the 
other hand, could it be said that they over 
abstained from marauding incursions on that 
part of the border which is open to tWir de- 
predations, that is to say, between Jamrud and 
the Bara Fort, or from thieving and plunder- 
ing in the Feshawar City and Cantonment. 
But it is noteworthy t h ~ t  we have never had 
hitherto to deal with a general tribal comhi- 
qation of Afridis, and to meet them in a stttnd- 
up fight, as has been tho case with the Yusaf 
Zai tribes and the Jlohrnands. The reason for 
this is probably to be found in the much more 
dernocratic collstitution and restless and turbu- 
lent temperament of the Afridis which makes 

Lsck of t,lbd 
s tribal coslition among them a matter of far coalition. 

greater difficulty t b ~ n  among the Illohmnnds, 
or Yusaf Zsi, who pous~ss l~ereditary leaders 
1~ their respective Kilrlns ; and, secondly, it is 
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due in p a ~ t  no doubt to t l ~ c  fact that the 
Khyber Afritlis are in the winter nlirlo~t cn- 
tirely dependent on'the Peshawt~r dirtrict for 
their means of subsistence ; and that t l~e i r  win- 
ter settlements in the  Kajumi I'lltin arc open to 

The situatfon an easy and rapid attaek from Peshnwar. Ac- 
in 1 ~ 7 9 .  cordingly, we find that the  otlly tribe which 

does not visit Knjurai or the  Eastern Khybar 
in  the  winter, the Zakka Khel of tlie Ilaznl- 
Valley, and Uara were the chief robbers and 
plunderers in the I'eshnwnr district before tho 
co~nmencement of tlie second Afghan war. 

" When the war broke out we found arriorig 
the  Khyber Afridis two parties, one of which 
was ready to side with us ;  the other made 
aommou canse with the Amir. The headmen 
of the friendly party were called in, and en- 
tered into engagements to maintain security 

, , , ~ a ~ ~ , ' P , ~  and peace in the  Pass and to control their 
paw. tribesmen, receiving in return subsidies fixed 

on the  scale in force duliilg the first Afghan 
war under similar conditions. Owing, how- 
ever, to the fact that the party in opposition 
possessed considerable influence among the 
~lrtns, the arrangement did not work with 
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oo~nl)lete snccess, and two expctlitions to the 
Bazav Valley wem ~ieccfisary to puniah ~ t t a c k a  
upon the Khybnr roacl. After the treaty of 
Gandamuk, the hendrnen and tribesmen in op- 
position eubinitt~d and came in to the British ThoA,stgott,e 

officers; a fresh eettlement of affairs in tho 
Khyber Pass being made in August 1879. 
New engagements were entered into and a re- 
distribution of subsides alnong tlit, clans 
themselves was effected ; the  headmen who llad 
been in opposition were recognized according 
t o  their i~~fluance and power in the  clans. 

The ar tn~~gcments  herenftcr worked smoothly, 
rind nltlivugh it was of course not to be ex- 
pected that t l ~ e  ilisti~lcts of the Afridis should 
not break out under strong temptation, yet, as 
a whole, the settle~nent come to in September 
1879 proves to have in i t  the elrinents of 
stnbility and permanence. On the rctire~nent 
of I3ritish troops from Afghaniitan it was deter- 
mined to make arrangements to keep tlie I'ass 
open under the independent and exclusive 
charge of the  tribes concerned. After protracted 
negotiations a complete Jirga of all t1:e Khy- 
ber tribes affixedtheir seals toa final agreemeat 
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Tho Aq.reo with the I31itiuh (iovernlnent in February 
m a t  nf 1681 

1881, an outline of the principal terms of 
which is as follows :- 

(1) The independence of the  Afridis to  
be recognized, but exclusive political relt~tions 
to be maintained with tho Ijritisli Govcrnlnent. 

(2) The Afridis to undertnke to l~iaintain 
order in the  Khyber, and to guarantee the  
good conduct of their rne~ul~rrs,  in con~ider- 
ation of subsides to he pait1 hy Cfovernrrirnt. 

Terms of the 
Ayroernent. (3) Tile tribe to furnish a corps of Jezoilrltis 

for tlie protuction of caravans tlirougll the 

Pass. 

(4) All tolls to be tnken to Government. 

(5) The tribes to be jointly responsible 
for the engagements thus entered into and 
for the  maintenance of peace and order in the  
Pass. 

L 6  When these arrangements were complete 
and in working order, the British troops were 

Withdrawal of 

;;z;o withdrawn on the 2ls t  of March 1881 from 
the positions they had held a t  Ali Musjid and 
Lundi Kotal. For the last three years the 
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Pass hits been k q ~ t  open by tlie tribes them- 
selves, and it  is not too rrluch to say that up 
to the present time the arrangements made in 
188 1 have proved to be completely successful ; 

Etaesoy thd 
the once dreaded Khyber Pass is now literal- g;gge~~;dt;4 
ly as safe as the Grand Trunk Road in the 
most orderly divtrict of British India. 

"Tho border generally where the Khyber 
Afridis fringe the line has been undisturbed, 
save by th3 tad night-attacks led by ~ a & a l ,  the 
JIaliltdin Khel, and his gang on the picquet 
of Native Cavalry at Peshawar in  June 1881. 'a'da bf 

The act, with a sitnilar raid a t  Ifohat in 
September 1881, was that of individual ruffians 
who were actuated by motives of personal 
revenge. The raids were not the outcome of 
collective tribal ill-feeling against the British 
Government, nor were they directed by any 
desire for plunder ; they were unconnected with 
the affairs of the Khyber, and they in no .way 
disturbed our general relations with the Khyber 
Afridis. Still i t  was necessary to hold Kamal's 
tribesmen responsible for his deeds, and suit- 
able fines were levied from the Malikdin Khel 
and Qmbai Khel, members of which clans had 
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been concerned in the attacks. The fines were 
paid without difficulty and the affairs of the 
Khyber remained tranquil. " 

Of course it will be borne in mind that the 
G~czetteer from which the foregoing pages have 
been taken was compiled some fourteen years 
previous to the advent of the Mad llullah on 
our North-Western frontier, and the other 
events that culminated in the Tirah compaign 
of 1897-98. 
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CHAPTER 'i'1. 

Subsidiee paid to  tho tribes-Zones of t h e  Pass fnr 

which the various Khcls are responsible-History rc- 
poating itself. 

When England undertook to open t l lc?  

Khyber and prevent the looting of caravans, 01- 

the exaction of exorl~itsnt tolls for -ir;nmunity 
from aggression by the tribes along the route, 
she practically deprived the inhabitants of the 
districts affected, of what they always regarded 
as their Heaven-sent means of subsistence. 
The projected reform was to them a scheme of 

Clansmen injustice little less than diabolical. It con- dupr,ved of a 
demned them to perpetual poverty. There- l'vl''gq 

fore the Government, in order to avert endless 
discontent and forays, determined-in addition 
to enlisting the cprps now known as the 
Khyber Rifles from the clans which had proven 

- 

the most objectionable from a commercial 
point of view-to pay a species of blackmail 
in the shape of subsidies to certain Afridi 
Khels or clans, in consideration of their each E;nt, Qovern* 

b b g  nominally responsible for a certain 



section of the Puss, and their gunranteeing that 
no crime be colnlnitted therein. T l ~ e  sections 
thus  divided off are as .follows :- 

From Jmnrud to Fort  Maude .. . The Kukkia. 
Prom JIitulle, H. distance of a mile and a 

1 1 d f  I I ~  t l ~ e  I'XRR ... . .. The Sipehs. 
E'rom tho cnd of tho Sipehs' zono of 

losponbil~ilitp, about a mile to the  
el i~ow wht-re the Yuss tukca it sllarp 
t u r n  to tho north , . .  . . . Tllo Kaml.ais. 

Thence to a point a xnilo and a half 
nonth of Ali Musjid ... ... Tho Kukkis. 

Thence for a mile ... . . . Tho Klinm bore. 
Thenoo for  two milcs ... . .. Tho %hlikdins. 
Thence to a point, i~bout  ti 111i1e an11 a half 

bclow Lundi Kotsl ... ... Tho Zakkag. 
Tlicnco to the Afghau frontier ... Tho Shinwaris. 

These cjans, all t!~ings considered, receive 
high pay for the small responsibilities they are 
called upon to assume, and the entirely nega- 

IIandsnn~o 
tive part they play in the adtni~listration of the 

acaleofra~nll. Khyber. Only three of tllc Afiicli Kl~els-tlle noration. 

Kukkis, IInlikdins, and Zakkas-actually own 
land on the Khgber. Of course the Shinwaris 
control tfhe upper lmrtion of t l ~ c  roar], hut they 
are not Afridis ; indeed, tliey were a t  one time 
great carriers, and their horses packed a fair 
pe~centnge of the trade bcturcen Jndia and 
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Afghanistan until the restrictions imposed 
upon commerce by ttie Arnir pract'ically ruined 
their transport business. Tlieir comparatively 
virtuous character, however, has not proven a 

Dieadrantq. 
profitable asset where subsidies are concerned, f;;ll;;s,bing 

and they receive the smallest allowance but one 
of the seven sections subsidised. The follow- 
ing are the amounts paid :- 

RE. 
Zakka Khels ... . . .  1,700 perbonsem. 

... Kukki Khcls ... 1,300 ,, 

... Malikdin Khels ... 1,300 * ,, 
Sipah Khels . , . ... 1,300 ,, 
Kamber Khels ... ... 1,300 ,, 
Kamrai Khcls , . . ... 600 ,, 
Shinwmis ,.. ... 805 ,, 
Mullagories (oonipensation) ... 2,000 per annurn. 

Shiltnanis ( ditto ) ... 2,WO ,, 

These amounts give a total of Rs. 96,460 per 
annum paid out in subsidies. The expense 
may seem high, but the results have been 
admirable. Since the opening of the Pass, ,,;;h;~~;;nt 

only one ICI~ajln has been attacked, and :;;?jrls ho*l 

that was in 1882, when a marauding band of 

+ This amount is supplemented by a Bum of Rs. 2,000 
per annup " snpff " allowance. 
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13azar Valley Zakkas entered the Pass rtt n 
point about three miles ahove Aii 3lusjid ant1 
attempted to loot a caidavan. They wrre  driven 
off by the I<hyber Rifles who killed four of the 
enemy, and had one of their own men u~ounded. 

Before disposing of this subject, i t  shoulcl be 
stated that the British R(lj is by no means tlie 
first that lias had to subsidise the Khyber 

Not UeW clansmen. The successors of Nadir Shah in wystom. 

Pesliawar were paying tribute to tlie Afridis up 
to the tirne of the Sikh invasion of that district 
in 1818. 

During the perpetual struggles that beset 
the Peshawar country for nearly a quarter of a 
century, succeeding the death of Timur Sbah in 
1793, history tells us that tlie hill tribes were 
always at  the disposal of the highest bidder, 
and were for tlie most part stanch supporters 
of Shah Shuja, who was compelled in return to 
pny largely for their services, " in addition to 
the sum of 14 lakhs, annually paid in the t ime 
of hi? predecessors to the tribes of the K h y b ~ r  
for keeping open the road.* Indeed, all the  

* Seo Gazetteer of the Peshnwar Dietrict, 1883-84 
pngc 61. 
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revenues of Pesllawar under the Tluranis wtare 
P Lvnlrnts rln- absorbed in the payment of such allowances ,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

to the hill tribes and tu the Chiefs of the plain 
who were called on for occasional services with 
the  militia. " 

'the records of tlie history of the Ichyber 
prior to this period are erniliently unreliable, 
a ~ i d  even in tllnt oxhaastive work, Dr. W. M. 
Hulltor's T~nl~e~~ilrl G'lrzettce~ of I ~ z d i ~ ~ ,  recent 
llistory is seen~inglg scant consideri#g- the 
~~~~~~~ative frrrne and i~uportat~ce of the Pass. 

In  the paragraphs devotud to the  subject he 
writes :-- 

" During tlie first Afghan War the I<llyber 
,pho n,3t Af .  

was the scene of rnany skirmislles with the g h ~ l l  WJr 

~ f r i d i s  and of some disasters with our troops. 
Colonel Wade, wit11 fro111 10,000 to 11,000 of all 
firms, including the Sil<h Coutingent, moved 
.from Jalnrud on the 22nd July 183'3 to Gagri ; 
here he halted a day and entrenclled his posi- 
tion ; on the 24th July he again marcllecl to 
Lah China ; on the 15th Ilc nloved to the 
a b c k  of Ali Musjid, sending one column 
of 600 men and 2 guns, under Lieutenant 

&keso!, to the right; and companies af 
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captnrc of all infttntry, 16-pounder gun, anrl one liowitzer to 
b l l~a j~ r l .  

the left ; while below a colurrin was placed to 
watch tlie month of Shiida Bagiidi gorge. 
Both columns drove the enemy before them, 
the right meeting with some opposition, and 
the left getting into a position to shell.thc fort. 
On the 26th all the enemy's outposts were 
driven in, and on tlie 27th they evacuated 
the fort. The enemy had 500 j(t~ailchis, or 

'8ritish ios.03. mu~iket men, and were supported by several 
hundred Khyberis. The British loss was 22 

killed and 158 woundetl. After this there was 
no further opposition. 

" A strong post was left i n  Ali Rlusjid, and 
a detachment near Lala China to maintain 
communication with Peshawar, and a post 

Defonce of 
of irregulars, under Lieutenant Alackeson, was 

-Chfna. placed-near Dhaka, The post near Lala China 
was attacked during the operations. I t  was 
garrisoned by Yusafzai auxiliaries whose num- 
bers had been thinned and the survivors were 
worn down by continued sickness, when the 
Khyberis estimated at 6,000 strong attacked 
their breastwork. They were long kept at biy, 
but the marauders were animated by the love 
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of plunder and l~orsevered in their attacks. m ~ B f i c ~ i l ' n a  

They were aware that the devoted garrison 
had recently received their arrears of pay, and 
that a sum of Its. 12,000 was buried on the 
spot, which was an old Khyberi liaunt Finally, 
they carried the weak field-work, and merci- 
lessly put to the sword 400 of its defenders. 
They did not keep possession of it, but, after 
repeating their vain attempts on AIbMusjid 
and Captain Ferris' posts in the valley, retired 
to their mountains. 

L L  When Jalalabad was blockaded, i t  was pro- golief of Jsllsl 

posed to send a force through the Khyber to abnd. 

its relief, and, as a preliminary measure, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Moseley was detached to occupy 
Ali Musjid with two regiments of Native Infan- 
try. He marched on the night of the 15th 
January 1812 and reached the place with little 
opposition the next morning. Through some 
mismanagement, however, only a portion of the 
provisions requisite for the two regiments 
accompanied them. It became necessary, there- 
fore, to forward the residue without delay ; and 
to  this end, and with the purpose of after- 
wards moving upon Jalalabad, Brigadier Wild 
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advanced from Jwrrirncl ui th  the remaining 
two reginlent3 (the GOtli ant1 30th ?r't~ti\e In- 
fantry) ant1 4 Sikh grins. Hat the ap1)earance 
of Colonel 1Ioseley's detnchrnent had alarmed 
thrh AFricii.;, who now rose and, closing the  

Lrlrarul Wild l'ltss, 13re1)~~rerl to resist Hrigadicr Wild's en- 
ivllure trance. Tho ljrigndier, n c v c ~  tl~cless, pushed 

onwards on the 19th January, ant1 encoun- 
tered tile enerrly at  the rnoutll of the Pass ; 
but, owing to tlie uselessness of the Sikh 
guns, arid the  inadequacy of l l i ~  force with so 
powerful a body of the enemy advantageously 
placed in his front, llis attempt to reach Ali 
nlusjid totally failed. Tlie situation of Licu- 

Colonel hlo~e- 
tenant-Co!onel RIoselcp, shut up as he was in 

fur  Ali Mi1sjiCI, with scnrcely any l)rovisions, now liberty. 

became desperate. I-Ie was not too long, how- 
ever, in deciding upon the course which it 
became him to take under circumstances of so 
s ~ i o u s  a nature. He  cut his way hack to 
Jamrud;  his reasons for doing so being. that 
he  found that the rernnant of his stores only 

Short nrtiolm amounted to 6 rnaunds of atta for the subsis- 
for an-Arnlg. 

tence of 2,600 men, who had already been 5 
or G days on half rations, and who had been 
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exposed for eight (lays, without tent,s, to an 
irlclernent climate. 

'L The next occasion on wflicli tlie 1lhyI)er 
Pass waq used as r~ great militsly road was 
when C;e:~eral I'ollozk advanced on the Gth c,,,,,~ POI 

lock 8 advnn~u .  
April 1812. On his return to India tlrc Blitib!~ 
Army m:trclled through tlie Khybcr in t111 t ~ :  

divisions. T l ~ e  first, under General I'o!locbk, 
passed througt~ wit11 no losc;. The second, 
nnder General RIcCssltill, war not $ignnlly 
fortunate ; one h~ igndc being ovel tnlcen by 
night, loft two rnonntain-train puls  with the 
rear-gusrcl, which wn, su(1dcnly nttack~d, and E.z,ly reor- 

the guns taken, though they were recoverod g'l"Ld R"'O"s' 

next day. The rear-gui~rd of General Nvtt's 
force was also attacked 011 the 5th and 6th 
November between Lundi Ktfina and La1 Bagh, 
and agaiti on leaving Ali alusjid. 

" I t  was a t  Ali Mnsjid in the Khyher that 
Sir Neville Charnherlain'a friendly mission Nosptp~ia~hJ;y 

to the Amir 811er Ali Khan was stopped and ber1ain'emhi4n 

repelled with threats. This wns in 1878, when 
Lord Lytton, the Viceroy of India, had deter- 
mined on such n final attempt to establish 
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British influence in Afghanistan. On the re- 
pulse of General Neville Chamberlain's mission, 
an ultimittc~tn was handed to the Amir's Gen- 
eral, Fniz Jlu2lammnd, in Ali Alusjid ; and the 
day specified having passed without the return 

TI,c of an answer, Afghanistan was invaded by 
Afghan war. three Britibh columns, one of wI~icli started 

from Jamrud at the mouth of the Kllyber. 
The other colunins started frorn Thal and 
Quetta. On tho s~cond  day of the campaign 
the fortresq of Ali Xiusjid, O+ miles from 
Jamrud, was brilliantly cnl)tured hy the British 
Troops uncler Sir Samuel 13rowne. The snccess- 

Close of the 
war. ful passage of tlle ICtiyber by Sir Samuel 

Browne's force, ant1 t l ~ c  unoppo:,cd occupation 
first of Dllaka at  tlie eshtern mouth of the  
Pass, and then of J.llalabad in tlie plains 
beyond, s e r e  immediately sul~sequent eventa. 
The treaty which closed tile w:tr in &lay 18'79 

left the Khyber fribes for tlie future under 
British control. " 
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CHAPTER 1'11. 

Tho Khybsr  Rifles, tlioir estnblishment nnd personnel 

-History of their  organisntion-Their ~ e r v i c o s  in  t h e  
Black Mountl~iri  Expedition-Cost of t h r i r  rnaintnnanco 

-Cost of tho  total u!~-h-col~ of t h e  X1iyl)er. 

The Khyber Rifles, under tlle new orders 
promulgated in June 1800, consists of twelve 
companies of infantry, each 100 strong with 
native executive oEcers. The mounte&trength 
consists of four dtcfi~dnrs, of 49 sowars, under 
one jenaatlu~. There i a  one European Com- 
mandant, two Battalion Comrrianders, two Ad- 

Establishment 
jutants and one Quartermaster. The Commancl- of tho COIYS. 

ant's appointment is for a terrn of seven years, 
while the appointments of the other British 
officers is for five years. The head-quarters 
of the corps is at Fort Jamrud at the lower 
end of the Pass. Eight of tile twelve com- 
panies are recruited from the Ichyber Pass 

Wl~ence it 1. Afridis-Zakkas, Malikdins, etc., and the ,,,,,itod. 

other four from adjacent non-Afridi tribes, 
such as Shinwaris, Mullagoris, and the like. 
The regular traffic of the Pass as guarded by 
these troops consists of one Klinfila or caravan 



1 ) ~ r  weel; earl1 way clurilq t l ~ c ~ l ~ o t  neat Iler, nlid 
two encli W i l y  dnring t l ~ r  cooler lnoilt 11s of the 
year when the trntle is 11e:~vier. TIIP ( ; O V P I . ~ ~ -  

~nen t  rcservc,s the 1,ight to use the Pa..: on Rny 
tiny it  so plesscs. Also, sill;ject to sloci:rl 
orders, the I'ass may IN, ol)rnetl on tlayr 
other than the regular 1~7~[q$l t~  days ulicl~ 
such opening seems necessary. 

The Kl~yber Rifles is a corps composed of 
those salile Afridis who fornierly dc>rivccl a 
precarious liveliliood frorn looting stray con- 
voys and robbing their neigl-ibours w11eneve1- 

the opportunity offered itself. Tlley are pliy- 
sically a spleildid set of men, liardy as nails, 

Hardy and 
rerliceable sol. excellent sl~ots, and serkiceal~le soldiers. 
dlers. 

Many of them joined the revolting clans when 
Lundi Kotal was evacuated in August 1897, 
but they did so under the rnisa1)prehension 
that the Britisli I l t l j  Bad been overtl~rown a t  
home and in the nearer Bast, and long since 
they practically all returned to their allegiance. 
They proved tlicmselves terrible enemies when 
fighting against us ; but India has no better 
eoldiers than these same I'atlian hillmen. 
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Tl~ough tlicy certainly lack the smartness 
of n craclc line regiment, it is a joy to watch 
them marching or clinihing up :L hill-side. 
They have a long btritle and illlrnense feet, 
with the wind of nntelopes, and seeming entire- 

ly i~npervious to the ktigue of campaigning, 
,m,,e,viono 

though ready to sleep like pnppies as long as f"t'gue 

there is nothing for them to  do. They have a 
band of their own-a strange and wonderful 
affair-that plays of an evening, af* the 
Retreat has sounded, at  J ~ r n r u d ,  and forms 
the most extraordinary sample of blended 
frontier savagery arid western civilisation 
that can come within tlie comprehension of 
man. Tts instruments arc strange reeds and KhFhvr 

pipes and tom-torns, Eome of these latter Rlflea Bur*. 

being beaten with tlie flat of s stick, and 
others with the hands or fingers. The airs 
played vary in character and sentiment, and 
the repertoire of the company takes in a long 
array of selections from the Arnir,'~ hltcrcli to 

Tl~e 'CVeaq-in' o'r the Gj.ee>z, inclusive. The latter 
played in flats by the Khyber Rifles band is 
one of the most awful and awevorne combina- 
tions of noise ever perpetrated under the name 



of rnrl\ic. It i. alit~ost nq wnc~snllw to see 
it being plnyerl an it i b  to hear it. A deaf 

mntr woriltl cltrake at the spectacle. 1Skei-y 
hotly i.3 frightfully in ranlcit, ant1 tlle bearded 

b;lntlrrin\tcr rolls his eye3 teriihly at 11iq nuder- 
lings, ivho stanti around hirn in a c+-clr and 
play like rnscl. Sorrie of these latter-those 
that play the high-pit(-lied rrctls recli~iring 
great wind power-hare so distrndcd their 
cheeks by cuntin~zous ~jracticc that wlien they 
play their eyes are eclij~qed. Otllers 1 1 ~ 7 '  c o v ~ t ~ c c  

elideavour to  emulate t l ~ e  bandmaster, m ~ d  one 
feels apprehensive every moment t11:~t their 
eyes will drop out of their I~esds. Of n surety 
the band of the Iihyber Riffes is a thing to  
hear and see ; but once is quite enough. 

The corps was organisecl when the Pass was 

opened in 1878, and was then compoced of 
History of irregular levies of jeznilchis, armed with old- 

tho Corpe. 
fashioned jezails, as their name implies. They 
were raised during the progress of the second 
Afghan war, and were subsequently pzdually 
regularised and given uniforms. This lather 
event in their history occurred at the time of 

the Black Rlountain Expedition of 1888, when 
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they were :tlso given Snitler rifles. They 
suhsecluently served in the cairipaign of 1891, , , ~ & e ~ ~ o r d g  

ant1 on hotll of these espeditions the  corps 
receive 1 n\linerous Orders of &Grit-the only 
equivalent to the  V. C. available to native 
troops. Until its recent reorganisation as a 
double hattalion force, the Corps was composed 
of 800 footrnen ant1 30 sowcws or horse 
troops. Their Commandant from 1882 until 
J ~ ~ I U ~ Y Y  1898 was Colonel blaha~ne& Aslam d;t:r;mly;;; 
Z<h;tn, a wion of the reigning Afghan dynasty ; Corpn. 

but on Ilis appointment as Political Officer of 
the  I<tiyber in the  winter of 1897-98, the 
co~ntn,~ntl  drvolved upon Cal~tain l?. J. H. 
Barton, of the Guides Corps, the present Com- 
mandant, who l ~ a d  long experience as a 
Political Officer arnong tlie tribes on that section 
of the  frontier. As a matter of fact, Captain 
Barton was stationed a t  Lundi Kotrtl as Com- 
mandant Ktiyber 1Zifles just prior to the  out- 
break in August 1897, when he was re-called by 
Sir Richard Udny. H e  subsequently rendered 
very valuable services as Political Officer with 
i h e  Peshawar Colurnn ; but in view of Colonel 
Aslam Khan's more intimate relations with 
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t!ic. IChyhcris, lie was nl)l,ointctl Politicnl 

0flicc.r of' t l~t .  district \\hell tht. i~cgoti a t '  lone 
for tllc surrelltler of the rch\olting tl ibes were 

ei~teretl upon in 1898, 

The I<llyl)~r Rifles, previous to their reorgn- 

nisntion, cost It\. 90,000 11e1' [ t i 1 7 1  crin to nltlint:~in, 

pltiq it11 extra allo\rnllcr of Its, 3,000 ~ I E I *  ( ~ ? ~ n m t  
C ' W t  of 1111i~l .  

tJlnl,,g tllo that is 1mici to them for kecl~ing tlw roadway of 
C'urpn. 

tllc Pas.: in gootl contlition. Tlrcx atltlitional 

battillion has now increased t11~ cost of main- 
taining the Corps by Its. 30,000 per annum 
which brings the total to 11s. 1,23.000 per 
anmun. This :tmorint is c~onsitIcra))ly o\Pr the  
tot:~I revenue accruetl fro111 thc road tax specified 
below, which only amo~intu to Rs. 60,000 a t  the 

outsicle, and is tllf, wlc. source of ir~caon~e ljro- 

doted hy the pass itself. Tlie difference of 

Rs. 63,000 I)er c ~ 7 ~ r ~ c c l n ~  is, however, a mere 

bngatelle in the sum total of tlle expense that 

the  maintenance of thc l(hgher entails upon 

cobt of tile the Britisll C;ovrrnlr~eat, whiclt-excln$ing 
Kliybor bstnb. 
lieliniont 

. 
the cost of all military c?xl)editions, etc.-1s 

a t  least Rs. S,G0.000 ~ ~ c r ~  (/n;111m. 
10 
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The iterns making up this arnount art: as 
follows :- 
lihyber Rifles pay roll . . . . 2,18,000 

11 ,, est l . ;~ kit, etc. . . 2,000 
11 ,, ro:~tl t.ep:~il. nllo\v:lt~ce , . 5,000 

Kllyber ast!ll)lisll~~lo~lt, s:tl:~i'it!s to  O ~ ~ C ~ Y R  

(Hs. <q6,000), l f ~ i v , ~ ~ . d ~  to infornicrs, 
otc., (lis. 14,000) . . . . 50,OOU 

Bubsiclieu to Klqber tribes . .  !)0,000 
G- 

To.r,~r, Rs. 2,63,000 

These figures gi\re us a n  annual outlay of 
over 24 lacs on the ul)-kccp of the I<liyber. 

A y ~ ~ y ~ o s  of the :il~ovcl, i t  may be exl)li~ir~etl 
that for ltlnny years tile prri.soiling ant1 polic- 

ing of the Ichyber I'a6s 11118 been in tlie liar~ds 
of the Rifles, arid, irtdeecl, for Inally years, prior 

to the evacwttion of tlie l ' i l a s  in August 1807, 

it was exclusi\ ely so. At 1~r"sent the Pass is 
still fur-ther ~)~-otectt>cl l ~ y  11rtlf n brigatle 

of the rclg~zlnr :Lrnmy under the collirna~id of 
Colonel Neville Chamberlain. But these troops 

will be tvithdrttwn in January 1900 and the  
c;stotly of the Pass aod tlie convoy of caravans 
will then be left to tho care of the Ithyber 
Bifles. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

T h e  trade of t h e  Khyber- I t s  Ilistory-Tho old 
Tartars ronte-Its decline and con8cqucnt ruin of tlie 

&fullngoris-Days on which the Pilsa is open-Incolue of 
the p ~ s s  fro:li tnxes-The A n ~ i l ' a  t~, l t le  monolmlies. 

The trade of tllc Khybcr, which it costs the 
I k p i r e  60 much to protect, is a dwindling and 
peculiar quantity. It must be horne in mind 
that the entire commerce through this narrow 
defile which links our Empire with the Arnir's 
dominions, is conclncted hy rneans of tile 
hi~jiL,cs, so called, referred to above.--long 

H~~ the b,,lk caravans of camels, rnules, oxen, etc., with 
of trndc ie car- 
ried. a very few bullock carls, which carry 

the l)rod~zcks of Afghanistan into Indi:~, and 
return laden wit11 the l~ ro t luc t~  of this country 
and England. R'early all the  animals employ- 
ed are the property of Afghnns or neighbour- 
ing hillmen ; but few Indian-owned transport 
animals being used. 

I'rior to our acquisition of tlie Pass in 1678, 
i ts  trade was yracticrtllg ~ t i l .  Experience hid 
taught the traders that the  Afridi tribesmen in- 
)labiting i t  coultl not be depended rljon to 



grant imtnunity to tlieir convoys, and accord- 
dingly they took their caravans fiom Ualika 
round by the Tartara Pass tllrough the hllil- ,';:!n':f 1':;; RIII I I  I ~ O P I R  and mani and Mullagori countries. Tliis route was a h~,,l,,,,,i,. 
far more difficult one tllrin the Khyher, but 
when the Sllilmanis and JIullagoris accc.l)ted 

tolls for the safe conduct of a caravan, they 
acted up to their promises. The Khyber tribes 
did not. T l ~ e  result of this condition -4 affairs 
was that tlirse two tribes hecatne very wealthy. 

When the Englisli opened tlle KI~yl~er ,  tlie 
days of tlieir prosperity were ended, and they l''"i'""". 

now receive a nominal subsidy of Rs. 2,000 a 

year apiece from the British C;overr~~ric.~lt as 
cornljensiltion for tlie loss they hare sufercd by 
the divergence of tlie trade into its nntuxal 
channel. To do them justice they have never 
tlttempted any nlolestation of convoys since that 
date, even tl-iough they are miserirbly poor. 

Since the acquisition of the Khgber by the I)Ryn onwhich 

English, Tuesdays and Fridays have been P a a " i " ~ " ~  

set apart ,w tlie days upon which the Rho-filus 

may traverse the Paas. * On those days i t  is 
- 

* Traffic through the Khyher Pass, whioh closed whon 
the Afridis revolted in August 1897, was rcconrmenced 
on l5th0Idarch 1898, after it had bcon entirely suspcndtd 
for a w i o d  of nearly seven months. 



picketed, aft& a fasliion, ar~tl tlic, cvon\oy glrnrds 
of Khgl~cr I<ifIes cqcort t l ~ e  ctll:t\rtns to :iutl 
from 1,~mcti I<otal ant1 J R I I I ~ U ~ .  For the otht i 
fir(. days of tho weel< the Pass is l)tnc~tic*ally 
t1111l~ty. Su111e Afridi ilon~:~cl 111:iy stalk it, 
tlirougl~, sonie s1iel)hcrd nlay be fount1 ~lil11l;ing 
nndcr a fiiendly roclr wl~il(k lliq little flock grilzcs 
by thc way side : for the rest, t l ~ e  blue 01. 
yellon/ butterfly gadding here ant1 tllere in the 
sun, the a hizzing locust, tile scnvengcr halvk 
or \ulture, the carolling skylark or the  grey 

Ita n o r  I ~ I  R I  
#tate of dciiuln. wagtail cl~ittering where the rare siring d ~ i l j s  
tion. over the tufts of niaidcn hair in ib secluded 

corner among t l ~ e  I)oulders, is all t l ~ e  life one 
niay expect to sec in the I<l~yber. I n  t l ~ e  few 
places where the hill-bountl gorge seerns 
to expand to give itself a breatl~iug space, 
Pollie trouscred Afrirli woman, or lazy husband- 
man, may be seen tillillg rt ycllow field; 
hut, in tlie long wilderne~s of tlie I 'as~, sncll a 

ecene is too rare to be ~ ' 0 1 t h  the mentioning. 

On Iihcr/iltc days, howevclr, the normal 
~ol i tude of the T'ass is transformed intd a 
scene of tremendous bustle and activity. 
(311 Mondays and Thursdays the guards of 
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Ktiyber Rifles meet the ~ o n \ ~ o y s  bt Tor Kliarii 
by tlie li/~irsst~(.I~~)s, ~ 1 1 0  have their local had-  
quarters at I'ainda liakli. Thence they are 
conducted to the sercii at Lundi l<otal, where 
they pass the  ~ ~ i g l i t .  Ihrly next ~clorning the 
start is made for Jamrud, and the dibtai~cr 
between the two forts is covered in the day. w , , c , l  t , , e  

At the same time nl~otller IijLc~i~lcl start8 fro111 Khyber1s1ive17. 

Jarnrud, ctnd the two long ciivalcadeq,meet 
ctnd pass at Ali AIusjid. hiany of these 
caravans are over seven miles long, especiaily 
in October and November, when the trade is 
a t  its hrbt. I n  tlle hot season they dwindle 
clown to n few hundred camels. 

No itriljort tluty is impxed on these J~'/~itjiliz~, 
but for every animal has to be paid n poi1 tax P,R;;8.tnu on 

at Jamrud, wlirtl~er it is latlen or otherwise. 
This is purely a road tax, and the scale of 
impost is nu follows :- 

Laden.  G111nden. 

kq. As. As 

Camels . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 0 4 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  -&ules 1 4 2 

Horsee or ponies . . . . . .  1 4 2 

. . . . .  Bullacke or donkey0 0 lo 1 



Frorrl this toll the Khyhcr l'ass ~ n t l ~ o r i t i e s  
hnve for rriitny ychnrs gntl~ercci nn incon~e of 
about Its. 00,000 1w1. rin~~ccm, tlioiiglt in 1897- 

t i i r o ~ n u  of the 
P . , ~ ~  florntn,cs the I'ass being closed Born Augnht-the le\  enoe 

was only Hs. 53,000. 'I'll? rr~nxinium reccaipt~ 

hnve alw;\ys been in Octoher and Soven~ber, 
during ullich nicmtl~s they have reacllcd the  
figure of Ils. 12,000. They f:lH :LS low as Hs. 
1.000 n 111011th in tllc. hot sca>Lon. 

The Amir, wl~ose liltc!filtrs arc for the most 
P R I ~  ~xen11,t from toll, 1 1 ~ s  tnt~terinlly curtitiled 
the trade of the Pass during the last couple 
of years by imposing prol~il)iti\ e eal)ol t taxes 
and road tolls ; but the  normal annual retenue 
of the K l ~ y l ~ e r  may he s ~ t  dorm at 11s. 60,000. 
Presuming this to rclrreeent nn R\erage im- 
port of two per cent. on t l ~ e  value of the goods 
sent through the Paps, it wotlld indicate a trade 
of Rs. 30,00,000, or 8200,000, per onnlim. 
The principal articles of export from Afghan- 

Btaplea of 
tntde. istitn are pomegranates, raisins, grapes, 

melons, ~lmonds,  l~oshtaens (sheepskin coacsj: 
Ic71(tlins (rugs), horses, asafoetida, etc. Rai- 
sins are the mobt bulky staple of trade fro& 
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the Afglian side, hut pomegranates are probably 
tlie most valuable. 'l'l~ou~ands of camel 
loatis of both ttiesr fruits corne into India, but 

whereas the rnisine are. only worth about ten 
ru1)ees per rn:~und of 84 l b p . ,  tlie l~megranates  
com~nand : ~ t  least forty ru1)et.s per rnannd in 
tlie Peslutw:tr rriarket. A camel generally 
carries about six mnunds. 

Tlie ,411iir has a monopoty of ttie expott 
trade in nlmontls, and some t ~ t ~ o  yeah  ago he 
urther established a ~nonopoly in yoslrteews. ,,:: ,,;:;;A;: 

These gootls which 11e exports as merchandise lies. 

are liable to the us~ial road tax : but arms, 
ammunition, furniture, machinery and other 
goods consigned to liirnself or the Afghan Gov- 
ernrnent are passed free. He has also endea- 
voured to for111 a corner in Astrakhan fur, so- 
called, and has thousands of sltins of it, and 
thousands of the best khalins or carpets in the 
aountry, rotting in his Kahul warehouses ; 
but his efforts in this direction-apart from 
U I ~  hurt t l le j  have done to commerce in the 
Khyber-have produced little effect upou 
the.markets of the world. 
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From 1)nkk:r to Tor T(II :LI~I  is only ;\l)oiit 
eight lniles, yet thc tnrc5 i ~ n l ~ o k c d  by  the A ~ n i r  
for convoying a 1ihul;ltc 01 t,r tlmt trc tion of the 
road arc fro111 fi\o to ten tilnc.: greater t l~ali  t l ~ c  

Tho rxorl~l  
t i n t  t r x o u  ho tolls clialg~(l hy t l l ~  Englisll for safe. col~duct o\ t.r 
lavloa 

three times US great a dihtsncc. Hut tlie A ~ r ~ i r  
is unwiie in the restrictions lie l i a i  l~lat~etl upon 
tmclc. The export taxes on all l)rotlucts, over 
and nbox e tlie road toll, nre escessi\ e ; and, 
moretney, Ile has rrccl~tly prohil,itetl tlirl rul)ort 
of horacs wliich were once n staple of trade. 
The export of almonds hits beer] his Inono- 
poly for Inany yrprrs, and lie has latcbly nddrtl 
poshteens to  the libt. Ttiesr are sl~ecpsltin coats, 
Rome of which arc clal~orntely cmhroidered 
and cost as much as Its. 50 a 1)icc.e. 
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